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THE Spastics Society 
is 25 years old this 
year, and is celebrating 
the Silver Jubilee with 
a glow of achievement 
over the progress of 
the past, but the un- 
happy certainty that 
many problems lie 


ahead. 


When the Society began 
the major enemy was 
public apathy about the 
plight of spastic children 
and adults. Now, says the 
Society’s Director, James 
Loring, in a message to all 
staff throughout the 
country. inflation is the 
enemy. 

‘No matter how much we 
increase our income we find 
that it is rapidly eroded by 
inflationary pressures. To be 
optimistic in such  circum- 
stances could be unrealistic, 
but to feel that the solutions 
to the problems are beyond us 
would be quite disastrous.’ 

Some members of staff feel 
helpless in the present cir- 
cumstances, says Mr Loring, 
but he points out that every- 
one can make a positive con- 
tribution. By becoming more 
efficient, working harder, and 
not unnecessarily filling 
vacant jobs, or spending money 
unnecessarily. 

“The first priority must be to 
icrease income, both by fund- 
raising and by more economic 
running of our schools, centres 


and headquarters - offices. We 


must always ask ourselves 
whether any action we con- 
template taking is likely to 
help spastic people or whether 
it will simply add to the 
administrative load,’ 

The Society has encoun- 
tered financial — difficulties 
before. says Mr Loring, but 
Mever against so difficult a 
national’ background. |How- 
ever, he ends on a cheerful 
note by saying that he is sure 
the problems will be over- 
come ‘and in the process we 
Shall become a more efficient 
and effective Society.’ 
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Who was that dol! | saw 
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AUTHOR Christy Brown with the man he has entrusted 
with the filming of his work; ‘Down all the days,’ Director 
Chris Clough left. 


Will a spastic 
actor star in. 


Christy's film ? 


THERE just might be the chance for a spastic 
boy with ambitions to act to land a part ina £1Im 
film to be made this year. Shooting starts in 


September of Christy 


Brown’s world-famous 


book ‘Down All the Days,’ an account of life 
seen through the eyes of a severely handicapped 


spastic boy. 

Christy, 44, is himself 
so severly spastic that he 
only has control of his left 
foot. Born the first of a 
Dublin family of 22 child- 


ren of whom: 14 survived, — 


his early life was one of 
great hardship. The publi- 
cation of his book typed 


with the toes of his left 
foot revealed his literary 
genius. 

Immediately big~ film, com-~ 
panies and big film names Jike 
Richard Burton, Richard Har- 
ris and Dustin» Hoffman ex- 
pressed interest in the lead 
roles only to be turned down 
by the determined Irishman. 
Instead, the film is to be made 
by the recently-formed Nor- 
wood Motion Pictures» .of 
Leeds. 

Director Chris Clough takes 
up the story: ‘I read the book 
when it first came out about 
five years ago, and although I 
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you with last night ? 


POLICE saw a young man walking down a West London 


Street at | am with what appeared o be a small child 
under his arm. But it turned out to be one of, The 
Spastics Society’s collecting boxes—a model of a little girl. 

‘I was taking her for a walk. She looked lonely.’ said 


| 


the youth—a 19-year-old salesman—when arrested. jay 

court he added:.‘It was only for a bit of fun and I had no 

intention of stealing the contents.’ | 
He was fined £10. 


was interested I did nothing 
about it. Then [ picked it up 
about nine months ago and 
read it again and out of 
curiosity [ rang the’ publishers 
to find out who had the film 
rights, : 

‘T was staggered to hear that 
no one had so I instantly said 
Norwood Studios was inter- 
ested and after negotiations 
was even more staggered to get 
them. All sorts of people had 
been after them, but Christy 
had rejected them because 
their angle was either Holly- 
wood extravaganza or down- 
right pornographic. 

‘Our interpretation matched 
Christy’s so he agreed.’ 

Christy spent three months 
working on the script and sent 
it over to Chris Clough from 
his home in County Kerry, 
where he lives with his wife 
Mary, 31. Chris visited them 
to discuss amendments and then 
Christy came over to England 
to stay with Chris to finish off 
the script 

Now negotiations are under 
way for those who will take on 
the roles and that provides a 
certain, headache for Chris 
Clough. ‘We just haven't been 
able to decide on an actor for 
the part of the cripple lad. You 
see, if we choose a spastic boy 
it may be that the emphasis in 
the public eye will be shifted 

onto him, whereas in fact the 
main character of the film is 
the father — not the boy. As 
yét no decision has been made.’ 


Picture, by courtesy of the 
Bradford Telegraph and Argus. 
the script, 


ALISON is 10 years 
old, physically and 
mentally handicapped, 
but she is helping The 
Spastics Society to 
bank £6,000 a day. For 
it was Alison, pictured 
on a tricycle, that 


.touched the public’s 


heart when it came to 
the Society’s 


mas Appeal. 

Peter Jordan, Head 
of Appeals Projects, 
said: ‘Our target this 
Christmas was 
£450,000 and we’ve 
already banked 
£420,000 with £6,000 
coming in each day.’ 

Alison attends — the 


Society’s Meldreth Manor 
School and the Appeal 


advert, headlined ‘Alison 
doesn’t give up. easily, 
tells her story in her 


parents’ words. 

‘Meldreth must be the best 
school of its kind in the coun- 
try. Since she’s been there her 
condition has greatly improved. 
She’s our second handicapped 
child and we both felt a great 
sense of injustice when we 


realised Alison would be han-- 


dicapped too. But you've got 
to adapt to the situation, the 


| authorities said Meldreth-could 


help Alison and it. certainly 


Albert Hall 
concert for 
Jubilee 


AS part of The  Spastics 
Society’s Jubilee Celebrations. 
the New Philharmonic Orches- 
tra, conducted by Leon Lovett 


with the London. Choral 
Society. and London: Oriana 
Choir, will perform Beet- 


hoven’s ‘Missa Solemnis’ at the 
Royal Albert Hall on Saturday, 
March 26, 

The soloists will be Pauline 


Tinsley, soprano, » Bernadette 
Greevy, contralto; Ryland 
Davies, tenor, and Gwynne 
Howell, bass/baritone. ~Pro- 


ceeds will go to the Society, 
and in the audience will be 


London’s Lord Mayor, Sir 
Robin Danvers Penrose 
Gillett, 


Tickets costing from S50p to 
£5 can be obtained from the 
Society’s headquarters, theatre 
ticket agents and the box office 
of the Royal Albert Hall. 


Permission for 
door knocks 


LOCAL groups of. the Society 
have been able to hold house- 
to-house collections in the past 
using a Home Office Exemp- 
tion Certificate issued to The 
Spastics Society, The Home 
Office has now renewed the 
certificate for 1977 but this no 
longer covers local branches. 
Groups must, therefore, apply 
to their own District Councils 
for permission to hold Door 
Knocks in 1977, 


Christ-_ 


Alison appealed to. 
the hearts of Britain 


has. She’s learning to swim and 
ride a tricycle, which is mar- 
vellous because now she can 
get around, whereas before she 
could only crawl, and the 
school is gradually teaching her 
to fend for herself. She enjoys 
trying to do things just to prove 
she can and she deesn’t give up 
easily. Meldreth is giving 
Alison the chance of a happier: 
more independent future. 
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New Series, Price 5p 


WHEN your body won't 
do what you want it fo, it 
can be hard to keep 
smiling, but the look of 
determination and triumph 
as Alison masters her 
tricycle touched the hearts 
of the nation when this pic- 
ture appeared in adverts 
under the words ‘Alison 
doesn’t give up easily.’ 
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Newton brings you a range ofmodern ultra lightweight 
| wheelchairs with a long list of practical new features. 


Construction in aluminium alloy defeats rust, and weighs 


| less than 30 Ibs. P.V.C. upholstery is tough and easily 
cleaned, Quickly detachable 20" wheels, side panels 
| and footrests allow easy stowage in most car boots. 
To go places, write now for details of the Newton manual 
and motorised range and discover what advanced 
technology can do for you: 


i! 

You,willlove a Newton. . 
i 
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| Newton Aids Lid 


Dept. N9/SN 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


2a Conway Street, London W1P SHE 
Telephone: 01-637 5962 


When only the best will do - go Newton. 
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‘Adopt-a-hostel 
children bridge 
friendship gap 


WOODFORD Hostel in Woodford Green, Essex, 
has been in existence 18 months and, despite 


attempts 


to establish contacts among 


local 


organisations, the manager and his wife, George 


and Marlene Naden, met with no success. 


But 


a surprise phone call changed all that. 


It was from _ Sheila 
Ferrari, head of the local 
infants school, Avon 
House, just up the road 
from the hostel. Unknown 
to the Nadens, Miss Fer- 
rari’s class of six-year-olds, 
Class 4, had been collect- 
ing money for the hostel, 
and she was ringing to ask 
him if he could come and 
receive a cheque for £52. 
‘It was so moving I could 
have cried,’ said Mr Naden. 
“There was this class of 
six-year-olds and __ they 
were so pleased and happy 
at what they'd done. It 
was the very first donation 


Children's cheque 


LITTLE Elizabeth Rutkowska 
and four fellow pupils, aged 
10 and 11, of Belmont Junior 
School in North London, 
organised a ‘bring and buy 
sale which raised £29.68 for 
The Spastics Society. Later 
the five children, with their 
Deputy Head, Mrs V. F. Tiller, 
visited the Society’s Homework 
Section near their school in 
Wood Green to present a 
cheque and see the work being 
«arfied on there. 


of any kind to the hostel 


and. all by themselves 
they’d raised £52. 


‘Apparently each class had 


been asked to choose a charity 


to support and Mrs Hobbs’s 


. class chose The Spastics Society 


because they’d earlier had a 
spastic classmate. They ran 
jumble sales, held coffee even- 
ings and competitions to raise 
the money, and’ when I went to 
collect it they’d also made a 
Christmas card and the 30 of 
them had signed their names.’ 

And having started off on the 
right foot, Class 4 have no in- 
tention of letting the scheme 
drop. They have ‘adopted’ 
Woodford Hostel 

The 23° residents at the 
hostel, all of whom work at 
the Chingford Work Centre and 
whose ages range from 18 to 
40, are thrilled with their new- 
found friends. 

“They sent a thank you card 
immediately I gave them the 
news of the cheque which was 
to buy a Christmas present for 
the residents, said Mr Naden. 
‘As many of the residents have 
tapes but not all of them can 
afford a cassette player, they 
decided they .would like one, 
to go in the “quiet” room. 
When it arrives I will ask one 
of the children to come up and 
present it.” 


FOSRITE 


Plastics 
Limited 


BEAM STATION, 
TETNEY, 
Nr GRIMSBY, 
LINCS. 
Tel: 0472 - 812259 
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Modern Vehicle 


Constructors Ltd 


DARWIN CLOSE, READING, RG2 ORW 
TEL: 0734 81654 


Von Conversions for the transporting 
of invalid wheelchairs 
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Noohkie talks turkey 


FEBRUARY 


Development 
book from 
Denmark 


‘MOTOR | Development in 
Children — Normal and Re- 
tarded’ by Britta Holle has 
recently been published in 
English. The author is a 
Danish physical therapist and 
physical education teacher 
who has made a study of 
child development over many 
years. 

Although cerebral palsied 
children are not dealt with in 
the book, it could help pro- 
fessional workers to determine 
whether a child’s awkwardness 
of movement is due to mental 
retardation or whether some 
physical handicap is involved, 

The book is available from 
Munksgaard International 
Publishers Ltd, (35. Norre 


K, Denmark. _ Price 


D.Kr 
80.00 (excluding VAP). : 


‘ELLO, guv’nors—it’s Nookie Bear ‘ere 
. - and I thought I'd pop along to tell 
‘you about this ’ere turkey what I presented 
the other day. Whoever heard of a bear 
presenting a turkey anyway? 
Actually, me and the boss Roger de 
Courcey—he’s the one with the bigger ears 
—presented’ it. to: Mrs Anita Land on 
behalf of the Stars Organisation for 
| Spastics, of which she is a committee mem- 
And I have it on good authority that 
it made an extra-special lunch for the resi- 
dents of Good Neighbours House, the SOS 
adult spastics centre at Camberwell. Good, 
innit? 
Oh . Oh. I almost forgot about 
the turkey. It weighed 70lb and at £1.20 
a pound on the open market, that was some 


at impressions—the turkey must have been, 
too, seeing how it dressed up as a teddy 
bear for the presentation. 


Back to the turkey. It was donated by John 


‘Lane (Butchers) of Gravesend, and recently 


came third in the heaviest turkey championshi ps 
of Great Britain. Can’t think what the win- 
ners looked like. I-came fourth—I told you 1 
was good at impressions. 

Anyway, I’m only, glad I didn’t have to lift 
the flippin’ thing ... that would have .made 
a rupturous: picture. For the record—our pic- 
ture shows (left to right): Peter Lane, from 
John Lane Butchers; A turkey doing an impres- 
sion of a teddy bear; Mrs Anita Land; Me— 
doing an impression of a teddy bear; and Roger 
de Courcey doing an impression of a yentrilo- 
quist! Good, innit? 

Must go now... were due back at the 
London Palladium where the guv’nor and I are 
Ta-ra. 


Death at 53 - 
of ‘Nut Tree’ 
author 


LOUIS Battye, the spastic 
author, has died in the Royal 
Halifax Infirmary at the age 
of 53. 

His first book, published in 
1959, was ‘I Hada Little Nut 
Tree,’ which told the story of 
the first 16 years of his life, 


and was broadcast recently on — 
Radio 4. He typed the manu-- 


script using only the mueN of 
his right hand. 


| 
| 


bird! Gobble. Gobble. 


‘IN. an = article some 
months ago I mentioned 
‘an example of ill-thought 
economy, raised by Castle- 
ford and District Spastics 
Society which reported: 
‘Incontinence pads sup- 
plied by social services 
have been reduced to one 
third of the previous size.’ 

There is a sequel. President 
of the Castleford group is Mr 
Joe Harper, MP for the area. 
He put the. criticism to the 
Minister for the Disabled, Mr 
Alf Morris, who has replied 
to the Castleford group saying 
that i¢ was now recognised that 
small size imecontinence pads 


were not suitable for older 


children; that large size pads 
were necessary; and __ that 
arrangements would be made 
for these to be supplied. 

Mrs §. Jourdain, secretary of 
the Castleford Society, now 
writes: ‘Thank-you for your 
help. We still have not got 
what we require, but I hope 
to obtain the farge size 
through a hospital source very 
shortly.’ . 

When the difficulty was first 
raised I asked two suppliers of 


incontinence pads and ‘protec- | 


tive pants to make contact with 
the Castleford Society, Mrs 
Jourdain says the firms have 


~ 


PREGNANCY 
‘TESTS 


British Pregnancy Advisory Service is 
2. non-profit making registered 
Charitable Trust. 


Birmingham 021-643 146} 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 
Chester 0244 27113 

Leeds 0532 443861 
Liverpool 01-227 372) 
London 01-222 0985 
Manchester 061-236 7777 
Sheffield 0742 738326 


I’m quite good 


‘Minister steps in and group 
wins ‘biggest is best battle — 


his lefter with the words: ‘I 


| 
‘Authority’s change of heart | 


. League has. presented £465 to 
- Norfolk and: Norwich. Spastics 


ee nes 


pearing’ in the antomime ‘Cinderella.’ : 
appearing’ in p f Other published work in- 


cluded the novels ‘Cornwall 
Road, ‘The Narrow Shore’ and 
‘Dark at Seven,’ 
short . stories 
features. 


Windows Cheshire |Home, 


the last 19 years. of his life. 


‘MORTON BOND | 


a 


done so-and the group now had 
a second string to-its bow! ~ 
Footnote: Mr Morris choses 


believe that Mrs Jourdain has 
already been informed of the 
Health Authority’s decision.’ 
In fact, Mrs Jourdain dis- 
covered Wakefield Area Health 


from a story in the local news- 
paper and the letter by Mr 
Morris, which was passed on to 
her by her MP, Mr Harper. 
SUPPLIES OFFICER. 


Ramovale: e@ Deliveries 
Light Haulage, Etc. 


Long distance removals to and feant 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 


THE St Giles Women’s Darts 


Association, This. brings to | 
ousted. hi ihe’ deageet 1 ; Tel: 021-706 9302 
NANSA. SN Feb2] 
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Specialist Builders 
(London) Limited 
PREVENTATIVE 


MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 


32a ST ANN’S ROAD © 
| HARROW 
MIDDLESEX HAI ILA 
Tel: 01- lee ot (3 tines) 
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Mr Battye lived at’ White 


Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire. for 
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The Salamander syndrome—and £50 for good idea 


hy Michael Brophy, Chief Fund Raising Executive of The Spastics Society 


CHANGE! Not necessarily ‘all’ change, but change is’ 


here to stay; it is part of the unending process and almost 

end in itself. Take politics: Political bodies never 
Stand still. Bits of parties pull to the right or left, moy- 
ing the centres of opinion this way or that way until 
eventually the bit breaks away leaving the trunk tem- 


porarily memberless; then like a salamander the «parent 
body grows a new limb. ; 

But frogs unlike salamanders do not automatically 
grow a new leg if one is lost unless, as recent research 


| Mr Brophy will be writing a regular column on fund raising for Spastics Ne ws 


tells us, salt is put on the wound to de-inhibit the cell 
differentiating de-inhibitors! As it happens ‘FROGS’ 
stands for Fund Raising Organising Group for Spastics 
at the Society’s headquarters. 

Perhaps all the Society’s fund raising organisations 
should be known from henceforward as SALAMANDER 
as we have never needed new growth as much as we do 
today. 

The Society’s new Treasurer, Mr I. M. Thomas (of 
the Urmston Group) has written a paper which shows 
that average voluntary group income is steady but ex- 
penditure is increasing exponentially: the result is that 


News about 


Spastics Pool 


A NEW milestone in the 
progress of the Spastics 
Pool — total donations to 
charity since the Pool 
was introduced in August 
1957 have now reached £34 
million. 

The Spastics Society, the 
main beneficiary, has received 
£29 million. Over 1,200 regis- 
tered charitable organisations 
have benefited through the 


Leslie Crowther, left, presents the key of a new British 


groups are getting into trouble. Having less legs to stand 
on. 

Two courses of action recommend themselves. First, 
groups should consider becoming a ‘Company’ to limit 
their liability. Second like the Salamander, they should 
acquire new limbs — should evolve. 

Should evolve new ideas, new people, new locations, 
new interests and fresh sources of income thereby. 

NEXT MONTH THIS COLUMN WILL GIVE 
£50 TO THE BEST ‘SALAMANDER’ IDEA FOR 
FUND RAISING. THE MONEY TO BE PAID TO 
ANY SPASTIC SOCIETY GROUP. 


fT, 


MBE for 


Headmaster 


AMONG the names in the 
| Queen’s New Year Honours 
list was David Johnson, head- 
master of the Societys Percy 
Hedley . School, | Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, who has. been 
awarded the MBE. 

‘T’ve no idea how I came te 
be chosen — I’ve often won- 
dered in the past and I’m still 
wondering! It was certainly a 
great surprise but 1977 is my 
silver jubilee in residential 
special education so perhaps 
that’s the reason.’ 


three trusts which were set up 
in the early 1960s: Sembal. 
Good Neighbours and the Van 
Neste Foundation. 

Commented Company Secre- 
tary Peter Broderick: “This is 
a magnificent achievement and 
everyone who has been asso- 
ciated with the Spastics Pool 
during the past 19 years can 
feel proud. In particular i 
would like to pay tribute to 
our collectors and supervisors, 
without whom very little would 
have been achieved.’ 


Leyland Mini 1000 to Mr Tom Meegan and his wife 


Eileen outside the Pavilion Theatre, Bournemouth on 
January 14. Pictured far right is Spastics Pool Regional 
Manager, Keith Matthews. Mr Meegan of Leigh Road, 
Eastleigh, was one of five lucky winners who qualified for 
first prize in the recent Spastics Pool Charm Girl Com- 
petition. 


Alice Reeves of Gilpin Street, Peterborough, won a new 
Mini 1000 in the Spastics Pool 1976 Motor Show Com- 
petition. She received the keys from Mr Joe Pearlson, 
Chairman of the Peterborough and District Spastics 


Mrs Patricia Day of Fairfield Road, Bulwark, Chepstow, 
Gwent, was one in a million when she won first prize in 
the Spastics Pool Motor. Show Competition. After an 
eliminating contest, it was Mrs Day who emerged the 
overall winner, and here she receives the keys of her new 
34 litre Rover from actress Avril Angers, right, and 
Diane Hart, Vice-president of the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics. 


Mr Johnson, a Glaswegian; 
has been head of Percy Hedley 
since 1963. His wife Chris 
will accompany him to the 
Investiture on March 2. They 
have three. sons, Jim, an en- 
gineer with British Steel in 
Middlesbrough, Alastair, 26, 
who is in publishing. in Berk- 
ley. California, and Sandy,-24, 
who is teaching in Guyana. 


BEC PORTABLE ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
CATER FOR YOU © : 


With a BEC Standard Control box, you can handle 


It's easy to use... 


a BEC portable electric wheelchair. 


. and it means ‘independence’. 
BEC ‘Standard Control’ box gives a fixed, constant speed 


Society. 


Mrs P. Blandford of St 
‘Annan Road, Dumfries 
couldn't belieye her luck 
when she. received her 
second dividend cheque for 
£314.91p. The presentation 
took place at her home. 


A DONATYON xf £65 has 
been presented to fhe Society's 
North West Regional Fund in 
memory of the late Mr J. 
Faulkner of Newton-le-Wil- 
lows..Lancashire. Mr Faulk- 
ner was a collector for the 
Spastic Pool and friends and 
relatives felt it appropriate that 
he should be remembered by 
this final gesture to a cause for 
which he worked so hard. 


PENLAN TRAIL 
RIDING CENTRE 


Llanigon, Hay-on-Wye, Hereford. Tel: Glasbury 288 


6-Day Tours through Welsh National Park 
14-Bay Trail rides into North Wales 


Small parties. Organiser 26 years’ experience in trail riding. 
SN Feb28 


| Mayoress of Gloucester. From 


‘TIFFANYS’ at 
was the. setting for a Spastics | 
Pool collectors 
January 18, and a special even- 
ing for Mrs Liz Clarke and 
Mr Fred Selley when they re- | 
reived first dividend cheques 
for £5,000 from the Mayor and 


Gloucester | 


evening on 


left to 
Wathan; 


right, Mayoress Mrs 

Mr Fred Selley of 
Hatherley, Cheltenham; Mrs 
Liz Clarke of Matson, 
Gloucester, and the Mayor, 
Councillor Terry Wathan, 


SN2 


BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


103, Stourbridge Road, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, 863 3UB. 


CJ Please send brochures and price list. 
C] Please arrange for demonstration (without obligation), 


Name POPUUTTUTTIT TTC eee esa, 


Address CSE COROS PRE RSTE SETS SIASOFATTEWLE SMETTT SHES SET SEPA TOTELORTR SESH IS PASS DS 


° eo ceatecsonceceee ce arstessresrixosteaebecsacrecs Tel. No, coerseceetecesserr® 


when the joystick is pushed forward. So it’s a 
positive help in cases of spasticity or strokes 
where co-ordination is difficult. 

To help further, BEC wheelchairs 
are available with left or right 
hand ‘Standard Control’ boxes, 


See how a BEC ‘Standard 
Control’ box can bring 
independence to hand, 


from 


ph Set 


FREE FROM V.A.T. WITHA 
DOCTOR'S CERTIFICATE 
PROPORTIONAL CONTROL 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 


Complete the coupon for full details of 
the BEC portable electric wheelchair range, 


Reena 


\\ 


.\ 


Tel: 021-550 7326 
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The impact of | 
Vary’s life 


THE death of Mary Coleman touched many lives. It 
lead her local paper, the Bradford Telegraph and Argus, 
to write a moving article on her life, which we publish 
below. Mrs A. Horsfall, secretary of the Bradford and 
District Branch of The Spastics Society, has written to say — 
how greatly saddened the branch is at her loss and how 
tremendously she is missed. When she died, her mother 
asked that instead of flowers, donations should be sent 
to the branch, and the amount already totals £198 which 
will go to providing holiday accommodation for spastics 
and their families in the area. 


She was an 
example to 
everyone 
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Couple waited nine 


_ years for a home 


HAPPY smiles brightened up a winter’s day when Carol 
Stacey and Denis O’Brien were married at the Church of 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Harpenden. The wedding marked 
the end of a nine-year engagement for the couple, both 
in wheelchairs. 

Carol and Denis first met in Lancashire and became 
engaged soon afterwards, but have been waiting since 
for suitable accommodation. They haye been separated 
for long periods but last year moved to The Spastics 
Society’s Adult House Unit at Harpenden, Hertfordshire. 
They will continue to liye at the unit which has special 
flats for both married couples and single people. 


1965, when it opened, until last 
year. 

Mary also lived there and 
spent hour upon hour with 
members of the Ranger Com- - 
pany, who were all spastic, 
coaxing them and showing 
’ them by example how to make 

the best of their disabilities. 


Picture by courtesy of Watford Evening Echo. 


Dancing ‘Mayor 


WINDOW | 


MARY Coleman fought 
bravely and cheerfully all 


For about 13 years, Mary 
went every Thursday morning 


to help the spastic children at - 


her life to successfully Hawksworth Hall, Hawks- 
at the gala ON WAL S overcome overwhelming worth. She went because she 
odds. realised she could show them 


A GALA Charity Night at the 


But Mary, a spastic, lost 


how to cope with their handi- 


Theatre Royal, Bu St 8 caps. They saw her making 
Edmunds raised Sos than by Emlyn Davies the final battle when she light of hes own disabilities 
£300 for the- West Suffolk e e | died, aged 44, of her uMp- and began to copy her attitude. 
Group of The Spasties Society. physically maintain the £630, which makes her the top | teenth bout of pneumonia. In the summer of last year » 
Guest of honour at the show sine Ig system are very rarely Boxes and Dolls collector in | 4° difficulty. in walking, Mary fell and broke a shin- 
was the Mayor of St Edmunds- heard of. Their job of col- Wales and certainly one of the | severely impaired speech. bone. That and her worsening 
bury, Stephen Davies. Back- , lecting money and con- leading collectors in the United | chronic asthma and eyesight asthma made her wholly 
stage during the interval, he | THE Boxes and ‘Dolls stantly looking for new ~ Kingdom. | which deteriorated rapidly as reliant on a wheelchair. 


delighted the cast by perform- 
ing his own song and dance 
routine, 

The money, will go to. the 


Department of The Spas- 
tics Society is not featured 
very often in Spastics News 
and has never -been talked 


sites is an uphill struggle 
yet the total national con- 
tribution to the Society is 


Mrs Barker—we are pleased | 


to have you with us and we 


hope that you will go from | Raildos wotlan: 


success to success. 


she grew older alj failed to 
dishearten this remarkable 


Those who knew: her hold 


She was no longer well 


enough to get out, but used to’ 


delight in receiving her many 
visitors. 


East Anglia Family Help Unit eae ; some £250,000. 4 _ 8 lher Ap eecaciacieean pe met nea sb ehaca ene Wen 
in Shakers Lane, Bury. abo.t in this column. ie pees a bas GROUP fund raising continues | only to those similarly dis- . Brown, of Heaton Grove, 
5 . ; The decision of the eS d ot —F ee eee ee apace in Wales with Car- | abled, but to everyone with Bradford, who is vice-chair- 
Very alr resu t Caernarvonshire, Colwyn one wate Ss a « anarthesshire Society raising | whom she came into contact. man of the Bradford and Dis- 


A FAIR held by the Dorset 
Spastics Society at its Langside 
School, Parkstone, raised £550. 


Bay, Carmarthenshire and 
Cardiff Groups to pay their 
Boxes and Dolls allocation 


task, her area has gone from 
strength to strength in the 
amount of money made for the 
Society. 


£60 on a competition, £170 
from a concert at Llanboidy 
and £90 from a stall at Car- 


Mary never knew an easy 
life. Right from birth, when 
she suffered brain damage 


trict Spastic Society. She knew 
Mary for many years and often 


had her as a guest at her home. — 


: F into the’ Fund has, of er . marthen Market. Mrs Margaret | which made it difficult for her ‘She was a wonderful per- 
eee ees, ly be, FONATOS | course, rightly received Over the Christmas period — phillips, Mrs Barbara Howells, | to control her movements, she son,’ she said. ‘She had a bril- 
eee Seana Costs -alsthe penne) me oe all collectors were asked to. wr. Blaine Roberts: and Mr had to struggle against her dis-  liant mind’and if she had been 
which caters for spastic child- publicity. However, the arrange competitions and Mrs Bele ag : 


ren aged two to 16. 


workers in the field, who 


Barker raised a_ staggering 


Doorknock organised by John | how to talk. After many heart- s 
Roberts. . | breaking hours trying to turn Offers and wants a 
. . ‘ | her hard-come-by but mean- oy 
FOURTEEN-year-old Sian | ingless utterances into words, | FOR sale: Cycle exercisér, 
Trenberth, of Cardiff, who, in | she finally did it. made by Lodge Sports, 
spite of her tender years, has | She had managed to com- | condition as new. £50 or 
raised “many hundreds of | municate with others. Her | nearest offer. — Mrs IL. 
pound forthe Cardi! Group. | speech vas not abvays clear, | QrNeil, 24 Windmill Way, 
; ag stag é y and friends, - Ruishi Midd} Pee St 
choral concert. Last year | whom she was so anxious ae wipes eer 
ae and her friends raised | should be able to understand Ruislip 37306). j Z 
50. | her, at last could. NSPE 7 
, a: ¢ When xshe was. 11; Mary THE Dorset Spastics ae 
HARTRIDGE High School, | joined the Girl Guides and be- | Society is offering bargain 
Newport, raised i14 for the | came one of the most inspired | weeks at its holiday cara- —— 
Newport Support Group; | and inspiring people to have | van during April, May, — 
Pontymoile Junior Schoof con- | donned the uniform. part of June and Septem- — 
eee a ee ee 
‘ 2 4 Nee a : > | has five to six berths, is 
which is attached to Grove ited at Holt Heath: as 
ROBERT Barrett, aged 12, of | House, the Bradford and Dis- i! = on om 1. 
Rectory Road, raised £17.50 | triet Spastic Society residential | S2%dford, Poole. Inquiries 
and .ex-Caerphilly Beauty | home. 5 direct to Mrs W. Stephen- 
Queen, Peggy Burgess raised |  Mary’s mother, Mrs Emmy | SOM, 2 Ashling Close, Char- | x 
£82 for the Caerphilly Support | Coleman, was house mother at | minster, Bournemouth. Tel — 
Group. Grove House from October | Bournemouth 54645. 7 2 
JM Centre, headquafters:of the Littlewoods Organisation Now for the F : 
With Best Wishes and Compliments 


Littlewoods 


One of the greatest retail groups in Britain, 


Littlewoods 


One of the world’s leading mail order groups. 


Littlewoods 


One of the ‘big four’ in the variety chain store field, 
Over 100 stores in major centres throughout the country, 


Littlewoods 


One’ of the largest and most sophisticated buying 


LITT 


operations in Europe. 


The 


rganisation 


LEWOODS 
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Roy Llewellyn are to be con- 
gratulated on this achievement. 
= * * 
MERIONETH Women’s Insti- 
tute raised a total of £239 in a 


bad news... 


SAD to report after all these 
fine efforts. that there is 
another side of the coin. 
There has been a marked 
increase in the incidence of 
disorderly behaviour and 
unauthorised collections, 
allegedly on behalf of The 
Spastics Society. During the 
last two months three cases in 
the Newport area have been 
reported. In Cardiff the win- 
dow of the Society’s charity 
gift shop was smashed with 
damage estimated at £70 and 
over £100 of goods stolen. ’ 
It is a sad reflection. that 
many people, young and old 
alike, seem to be stooping so 


abilities. . 

When she was three a doctor 
said she would never walk: She 
proved him wrong. 

The next step was to learn 


given the opportunities and had — 
not been disabled, she would — 
possibly have had a great — 


career, 


BARDEN CASTINGS LTD | 
ALUMINIUM FOUNDERS | 
GRAVITY DIE AND SAND |. 


Wolverhampton Airport, Pendeford, Wolverhampton 
Telephone: Fordhouses 7660 
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Connoisseurs in Adaptations for 
Car Conversions | 


DONALD MILLER |. 


SERVING THE NATION ee to steal even from Crane 
It is good to note that these : : 4 
FROM MERSEY SIDE naais ee in me ee small Spring Street, Brighouse, Yorkshire 


minority and that the good 
work done far, far outweighs 
the operations of these small- 
time, petty criminals, 


\ = 


Telephone: 2222/3 


CONTRACTORS TO MOH. 


ty 
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THE Spastics Society 
celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in January. 
__ It was launched with a 
| £5 note by a small 
| group of angry parents 
who felt that central 
| and local government 
were ignoring the 
needs of their dis- 
abled, forgotten 
children. > 
At that time, little was 
_ known. about the crippling 
affliction’ of spasticity — 
or cerebral palsy. It is a 
' disorder of posture and 
_| movement due to damage 
or failure to develop nor- 
_ mally in a small part of the 


by Liz Cook 
| IT was her arrival in 
»{ this world 11 weeks 
early that was, in Rose- 
uj) mary Dawson Shep- 
bi _herd’s words, her 
i) ticket to The Spastics 
Society. In a sense it 
was also the Society’s 


f) ticket into existence 
for it was her father 
lan’s £5 note laid on 
the table of a house in 
Croydon that was the 
il start of today’s nation- 
lt)’ wide charity. 
is He, with two other 
| fathers of spastics, Alex 
| Moira and Eric Hodgson 
and social worker Jean 
Garwood, began the cam- 
paign to educate spastics 
| to take their place in 


: | society and educate society 
“t 


to give spastics a place. 
_ This year the Society cele- 
brates its Silver Jubilee and 
| Spastics News talked to two of 
Ihe ycung women 
fathers’ actions brought the 
Society into being, to see how 
hey had fared in the last 25 


ears. 


{ 
| 


} Meetings 

| Rosemary was just 10 years 
fold and at St Margaret’s 
| School, Croydon, in 1952. ‘In 
jthe early days, right at the 
/Deginning, the Society meant 
+ Daddy going off to meetings 
and being out until late at 
{ight so that to all intents and 
| Purposes he was really at home 
Very little. 
_ ‘I remember going to early 
/ Stars Organisation for Spastics’ 
‘fvents and being interviewed 
Jalong with Wilfred Pickles. By 
ithe time I was 16 and at the 
Society's Thomas  Delarue 
‘a hool { was fairly closely in- 
Wolved. 1 was in the first film 
[€ver made and put up the idea 
for the second one. 
“Apart from the Richard 
Dimbleby book “Every Eight 
Mours.” nobody has ever con- 
fentrated on me as my father’s 
Maughter, for which T am very 
8 ‘ateful, since it allowed me to 
\4 myself. 1 did feel that the 
Society. impinged on my life 
Hecause it was something in 
Which my father was so iD- 


ae 


whose. 
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Proud progress—but no time 
to rest on Jubilee laurels 


brain controlling movye- 
ment. Sometimes spastics 
may be only lightly affec- 
ted, while others are al- 
most totally immobilised — 


‘unable to moye more than 


one finger or one toe. Many 
spastics are of average or 
higher intelligence, while 
others may be mentally 


subnormal. 


Twenty five years ago, 
the size and extent of the 
problem was not known. 
Today, statistics show that 
there are 100,000 spastics 
in England and Wales, and 
that six spastic babies are 
born daily. 

Starting with virtually noth- 
ing but the will to succeed, The 
Spastics Society has grown in 


ren 


Rosemary, Alice and Susan—the 


stature to become the world’s 

leading organisation for the 

care, education, training and 

welfare of spastics. 
It has built: 

®Seven schools to cater for 
handicapped children  be- 
tween the ages of five and 16 
years. 

® Two further — education 
centres for students over 
school leaving age. 

® Eleven: residential centres. 

@® Seven work centres to give 
employment to spastics who 
cannot work in open employ- 
ment because of their handi- 
caps. It also runs a sheltered 
workshop and an industrial 
training centre. 

® Highteen residential hotels 
and adult house units for 
these workers to live in. 

® Four family help units fo 


Society's inspiration 


‘Tt formed the background of 
my life. I knew at 14 when I 
went to Delarue that it wouldn’t 
have existed without the 
Society and, by extension, it 
wouldn’t have existed without 
us three girls. 

‘It needed the impetus of 
family commitment I think to 
make the Society start. But I 


certainly wasn’t aware of the © 


extent of the Society's work 
until [ went to Oakwood, the 
Further Education College, to 
sit my ‘History “A” level. f 
felt I had the whole of the 
Society behind me, and looking 
back I’m grateful because I 
don’t think [ would have got 
as far academically, or any 
other way, without its help. 

‘Had [I been born 30 years 
later I might not have needed 
the Society since the concept 
of integrated schooling has 
come in. and 1 would probably 
have scraped into an ordinary 
school. Perhaps grateful isn’t 
the right word. 1 certainly 
recognise what the Society has 
done for me and continues to 
do. For instance, | completed 
the Open University course 
“The Handicapped Person and 
the Community” because I’m 
immensely interested in’ the 
subject and the Society helped 
me with the moncy,’ 


Rosemary at her typewriter. 


Rosemary stayed at Thomas 
Delarue until she was 20, hav- 
ing taken five ‘O’ levels and an 
Institute of Linguists exam. She 
then spent 18 months in a 
French .convent for —handi- 
capped nuns before returning 
home. 


Home 


‘{ hadn’t been home for more 
than. a few months when If 
realised that the tiny village 
where we lived wasn’t very well 
catered for — there were no 
young people of my own age. 
Vd heard of the Servite House 
in Ealing, West London, so 1 
came here at the end of 1963 
The following year they were 
interviewing potential students 
for Oakwood, so I went for 
two years. In addition to his- 
tory. I did general social 
studies and a symposium on 
English literature, and came 


-back here after that. 


‘There are 42 residents of all 
ages over 16 and all types of 
physical handicaps. Since ‘the 
age of five I'd been educated 
with spastics, and { didn’t want 
to live with them. Don't mis- 
understand this — T just didn’t 
want to be re-segregated again! 
Here it is very stimulating be- 
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offer short-term care for 
spastics and an adaptable 
service to help hard-pressed 
parents who need a break 
from caring for the handi- 
capped at home. 


@A unique field studies centre 
where all types of handi- 
capped people can go for a 
holiday to enjoy the natural 
sciences, rural studies, boat- 
ing, swimming, fishing and 
‘other adventure pursuits. 

@ A holiday hotel, run by the 
Stars Organisation for Spas- 
tics, _ where handicapped 
children can enjoy a holiday 
by the sea, with expert staff 
to care for them. 


In addition, the Society’s 
188 Local Affiliated 
Groups throughout Eng- 
land and Wales run a fur- 
ther 100 establishments to 
help spastics in their own 
areas. These include day 
centres, workshops and 
holiday bungalows. 

The Society has also set up: 
@A £2 million research pro- 

gramme to try to discover 

the causes of cerebral palsy 
and other congenital condi- 
tions. 

@A £600,000 Chair in Child 
Development at the Univer- 
sity of London, which gives 
special training to teachers 
of handicapped children. 


For all ages 


Pavement or country roads 
For Shopping and Country Rambles 
Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradients. 


@A 


Assessment Centre 


Services and 

in Fitz- 
roy Square, London, offering 
unique advisory and counsel- 
ling services for the family 
as a Whole, as well as advice 
on aids for the handicapped, 
holidays, careers and em- 
ployment. 

Much of the work of The 
Spastics Society would have 
been impossible without the 
financial aid given by the Spas- 
tics Charity Pool, and the 
generous donations. contributed 
by a caring public. 

In recent years the Society 
has also worked in close co- 
operation with local authorities 


Family 


and with regional hospital 
boards in a number of success- 
ful joint enterprises. The 


Society has provided architec- 
tural expertise and the capital 
cost of building various centres 
for handicapped people, and 
has then handed over to the 
relevant authority who have 
become responsible for running 
and maintaining them. 
Although so much has been 
achieved in 25 years, there is 
still an urgent demand for ser- 
vices for the handicapped in 
many areas. And at this impor- 
tant year in its life, The Spas- 
tics Society is finding it in- 


creasingly difficult to meet 
those needs. 
Inflation has caused grave 


problems, and is  Jargely 
responsible for a £% million 
deficit announced at the end 
of the financial year. Nevyer- 
theless, the Society is pressing 
ahead with its development 
plans which commit it to 
spending £2,160,000 on new 
buildings, equipment and im- 
provements to existing centres. 
It is also mounting special 
fund-raising appeals to find 
money to further medical re- 
search because it believes in - 
the possibility of a  break- 
through here. Already scien- 
tists are able to say that if the 
outcome of research findings 
were fully applied to all 
mothers, 40 per cent of all cases 
of cerebral palsy could be pre- 
vented. é 

The. Society’s hope is that in 
the next decade those findings 
will be fully applied and that 
further discoveries may lead to 
the possibility of the virtual 
elimination of the terrible 
affliction of cerebral palsy in 
the future. 

In the meantime, the Society 
must continue to help and care 
for those already afflicted, 
many of whom are gravely 

- handicapped. It means to press 
on, too, with its efforts to inte- 
grate disabled people within the 
able-bodied community. 


Kay Christiansen 


—_—— 


Mobility:.: the disabled 


« Batricar now complete with hood 


« No 


a a ae 
Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 


Name 
Address 


ee 


Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


licence 
* No Tax 
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Looking back to the Society's early days 


When the files were old biscuit 
_ tins-and cash kept under the bed 
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by Anne Plummer 


LATE in 1951, Sheila 
Rawstorne, now Chief 
Executive of the Stars 
Organisation for Spas- 
tics, was looking for.a 
part-time secretarial 
post — preferably 
work which she could 
do at home. She signed 
on with an employ- 
ment agency, the head 


\ 


3 of which happened to _ 
_ meet lan Dawson Shep- 


herd, who mentioned 
plans to start a new 
charity for people 


. handicapped in the 
ss Same way as his own 
daughter. 


The secretarial post Mr 
Dawson Shepherd offered 
seemed just the type of 
work which Sheila wanted, 
and the agency sent her to 
him for an interview on 
Christmas Eye. She was 
accepted and started work 


at home on January 5th, | 


1952 — the day before the 
organisation’s official regi- 
stration as a charity came 
through — and thus be- 
came its first employee. 

‘I earned £7 10s a week,’ she 
said, ‘but I don’t know where 
‘they found the money. to. pay 
me, If suspect that Jean Gar- 

“A wood (one of the . four 
founders. with Ian Dawson 


Both 


Merton 


* treasurer, 


ake 


p LABELS 


The name that sticks 
in your mind | 
SPARK INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONICS LTD 


DARLINGTON ROAD, NORTHALLERTON 
Telephone: Northallerton 4351 (3 lines) 


‘AGRIMOTORS' 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41, & 45 seaters 
are available for local and long-distance travel. 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 
12, 29; 26, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. 
Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 
- . We Specialise tn this form of coach hire. 

Registered Offices for both companies: 


Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 
Devon, Ex20 3D2. Tel: Beaford 324/200 


Shepherd, Eric Hodgson and. 


Alex Moira) dipped into her 
own pocket for the first few 
weeks’ running expenses.’ 

Although Sheila had always 
been interested in social work 
and only the war prevented her 
from taking it up as a career, 
she knew nothing about dis- 
ability. Rosemary Dawson 
Shepherd, who she met when 
she attended the Christmas Eve 
interview, was the first spastic 
she had ever seen. 


On January 22 a letter 


SHEILA Rawstorne, the Society’s first employee, arriving 


proved a more successful fund- 
raiser than anybody had 
anticipated, 

‘Certainly we never expec- 


fed all those sacks of ‘mail 
which kept ~arriving,” said 
Sheila. 


She was dealing with corres- 
pondence from home, and her 
Barons Court flat had virtually 
become the society’s London 
headquarters. But she had to 
move because neighbours com- 
plained about all the activity, 


The Society decided to buy a 


at a Stars Organisa/ion for Spastics’ film premiere with 
David Jacobs. Mr Jacobs, former Chairman of the SOS, 


is now a Vice-Presijent. 


publicising the new charity 
appeared in the Daily Mirror, 
which resulted in an avalanche 
of letters from parents. 

‘It really was heart-break- 
ing,” said Sheila, ‘because there 
was little we could do for them 
at that stage. 

But the Daily Mirror letter 
had also brought in a few 
donations and Philip Hersey 
who, at the age of 80, had 
become the. new  Society’s 
had the idea of 
spending part of the money on 
printing and mailing seals to 
commemorate the Coronation 
which was taking place that 
year. Although this was on a 


much smaller scale than later _ 


seals campaigns, the operation 


‘ 
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eines nite 


-heuse in Stratford Road, Earls 

Court, where Sheila was pro- 
vided with a flat. Part of the 
house was used: to accommo- 
date Executive Committee 
members visiting London for 
meetings or families with 
spastic children who had come 
to seek advice. There was also 
office space for about 10 mem- 
bers of staff. 

From here, modest Christ- 
mas seals appeals were con- 
ducted in 1952 and 1953 which 
brought a good response from 
the public. 

‘Everybody was completely 
dedicated in those days,’ said 
Sheila, ‘And when there was 
an appeal going on, members 
of staff would bring hus- 
bands and wives in at the 
weekends to work, without 
pay, opening post. The driv- 
ing force behind it all was 
undoubtedly Tan Dawson 
Shepherd, the Chairman. He 
was never afraid. to take a 
gamble and without him the 
Society wouldn’*t be where: it 
is today.’ 

One gamble which paid off 
handsomely was a massive 
seals campaign for Christmas 
1954, A total of one hundred 
and twenty million seals were 
sent out-in one of the biggest 
charity appeals Britain had 
ever seen. If they had not been 
sold, the National ~Spastics 
Society, as it then was, could 
not even have paid _ the 
printer’s bill. 

Some 30 temporary workers 
were taken on to open mail, 
account for the money and 


type receipts... These were 
recruited from retired’ civil 
servants, former bank 


employees, relatives of spastic 
people and a few workers who 
were themselves cerebral 
palsied. A church hall in 
Stratford Road was hired to 
provide a working area. 

Mrs Gladys Howell, who 
was asked to help out ‘for a 
couple of days’ and stayed to 
work for the Society for over 
20 years, recalls those hectic 
church hall days with amuse- 
ment. 


» ‘Thad never heard the word. 


nh 


“spastic and 


thought it ‘was 
something to do with a plastics 
firm. When IJ first started in 
November, 1954, there were no 
funds available for stationery 
—we used to go round the 
banks begging for used blot- 
ting paper. Woolworths gave 
us their old cardboard boxes 
and. biscuit tins—and that was 
our filing system. 

‘All the money which was 
taken from the envelopes after 
the bank closed in the after- 


noon had to be carried along 


to headquarters. Until we 


“could afford a'safe, Mr Gray, 


the society’s accountant, slept 
with the cash under his bed. 

‘There were many embarrass- 
ing moments, said Mrs 


Howell, ‘but we had plenty of - 


laughs. We.worked with a 
kind of wartime spirit—the 
British always seem to operate 
best under appalling con- 
ditions—and we were lucky to 
have the right people at the 
right time.- We raised over a 
quarter of a million pounds in 
that appeal and everybody con- 
cerned was determined to get 
the money to the bank as 
quickly as possible so that it 
could be used to help spastics.” 

Largely as a result of this 
seals campaign the Society was 
able to open its first three 
centres in 1955—two schools 
and a residential centre. Also 
in 1955 the Stars Organisation 


4 


for Spastics was formed. By - 


this time the National Spastics 
Society had appointed an 
Appeals Officer, Colonel 
Lloyd; and Sheila Rawstorne 
was now working as his secre- 
tary. 

Jt was decided to ask some 
leading show business per- 
sonalities to lend their names to 
the cause—more as a public 
relations than a fund-raising 
operation. Many well-known 
stars, including Dame’ Vera 
Lynn and the present SOS 
Chairman, Sir John Mills, 
attended a party at Stratford 
oRad. They decided to hold a 
ball at Grosvenor House and 
this became the first in a long 
line of annual events. 

The SOS committee was 
formed. after the ball. and at 
first its administration was 
carried out as part of the 
National Spastics  Society’s 
general appeals work. As the 
SOS grew, however, Sheila 
took over this side completely 
and has been the organisation’s 
chief administrator ever since. 


SUSAN Hodgson was the 
third of the trio of girls 
who were the inspiration 
behind the founding of 
The Spastics Society. Her 
father, Eric, who died last 
year, was the first honorary 
secretary. 

Susan is now 38, and her 
mother Mrs Nellie Hodg- 
son tells here some of the 
events in Susan’s life since 
the Society’s inception. 

‘Susan was eight years old 
when she first went to St Mar- 
garet’s School, Croydon. She 
lef¢ there when she was 16 
and had a home tutor for two 
years with whom she did very 
well. Her teacher said she 
was well above average intelli- 
gence but due to her enor- 
mous physical difficulties she 
was never able to write by 
hand. » However, it- did smean 


Alice grew up — 
with the new | 
opportunities — 


VICTORIA Centre is 
a huge_ skyscraper 
towering over Not- 
tingham: 26 floors of 
flats above two floors 
of shops, with 34 flats 
to each floor. Alice 
Moira lives on the fifth 
level and every morn- 
ing of term-time she 


Alice Moira 


makes her way in her 
wheelchair to the Trent 
Polytechnic. 


‘It’s just down the 
road so | can easily 
push myself there — 
it’s getting through 
the shopping centre 
and out the other side 
that takes the effort. 


| certainly get my exer-. 


cise,’ says Alice, whose 
father Alex, an archi- 
tect, was one of the 
four principal archi- 
tects of The Spastics. 
Society as a world- 


her ability to memorise things 
was developed and she has a 
good musical ear. 


‘While we still lived in 
Croydon, she attended the 
Croydon Centre and Workshop 
with — regular physiotherapy, 
occupational and speech 


therapy. 


‘When my husband retired 
in 1966 and we came north to 
live in Gargraye, Yorkshire, 
our doctor arranged for Susan 
to have regular therapy at the 
focal hospital. But she has 
very poor health and between 
1967 and 1969 she underwent 
two major operations. In 1972 
my husband was beginning to 
be unwell and as I was going 
into hospital to have an 
operation on an. arthritic hip, 
Susan went into the Cheshire 
Home at Huddersfield where 
she has been ever since. She 


Cn a ot Ger ee ere 3 


came home for a weekend would go “bonkers”? 


-young people whether handi- 


‘final qualifications in 


Susan’s great delight 
ts classical music 
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famous charity. 

Alice was just a little 
girl when Mr Moira was 
made treasurer of the in- 
fant society but as she 
grew so did the charity 
and she was able to attend 
the Society’s Wilfred 
Pickles and Thomas Dela- 
rue Schools and the Oak- 
wood Further Education © 
Centre. 

In 1974, she graduated from ~ 
London University with a BSc 
degree in Sociology and found 
she was faced with a problem 
that is nationwide for so many 


capped or not, whether edu- 
cated or not — getting a job. 

‘IT was hunting for 10-11 
months and it was really de- 
pressing. Many jobs I applied 
for I would have got but they 
were unsuitable because the ~ 
buildings lacked access. — 
Eventually Lewisham Council 
decided to give me a chance. — 
They had nothing to go so so 
they put me on trial for the 
first six months as a social 
work assistant, : 

‘I had one ward and an out- 
patient unit of one consultant 
at Lewisham General Hospital. 
After six months I became  ~ 
permanent and worked under 
two consultants. ; be 

‘I would interview people, 
write reports, get social ser 
vices organised —- it was 4 
very mixed bag and [had a 
case load of 60. I felt I was | 
trying to operate a conveyor — 
belt system for problems and 
there was always a terrific pres- 
Sure of time. Bea 

“Many were short-term cases. 
Ideally I would like to go into 
counselling and have fewer 
cases but be more involved in 
them. past oN 2 Wg 

‘In one respect being in a 
wheelchair did help. It didnt 
mean I could help solve 
people’s problems, but it gener- 
ated the feeling that I was able | 
to understand something of 
what they felt, their difficulties 
in adjusting to new situations; 
especially if it involved dis- 
ability. Also, I could see both ; 
sides of the problem — their’s 
‘and the authority’s side, as it 
were.’ ae 
__ Now Alice has just started at 
Trent Polytechnic to take her 
social 


ees} 


work, 


every fortnight while my hus-- 
band was still able to drive, “os 
Now, my _ brother-in-law Very.c8 
Kindly brings her home for the 
weekend once a month. Twice 
a week she goes to the Hud- 
dersfield  Spastics Society’s 
Handicraft Class and a Club, 
and twice a week she has 
speech therapy. “a 

‘But in spite of all the years 
of treatment that Susan has ~ ;, 
had, she is still a Severely . 
handicapped person. She Keeps 
herself busy typing letters, a 
monthly article for the — ee 
Cheshire Newsletter, and as a 
much handicraft as she can _ 
manage. Her speech is still 
very difficult for some people 
fo understand and always will 


by 
'e : 


‘Classical music is her great E 
delight and she says that With- 
out Radio 3 she think ks she — 
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Some countries don’t seem to 


EVE GREENWOOD is one of the educational 


psychologists at The Spastics Society’s Family 


Services and Assessment Centre at Fitzroy 
Square. She first joined the Society in 1970 but 
in 1974 she left to join her husband Nigel, an 
economist in Iran. During her 2! years in the 


‘No hope 
for you 
in Iran’ 


‘It was a very dispiriting 


_ experience — all the time 


‘one was fighting a general 


_ lack of interest. No one 
> seemed to actually care 


me about the children, teach- 
ing them to do things, to 
improve 


and _— progress. 


There are 35,000,000 


ee _ people in Iran but the 


i ie 
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220. 


‘ 


-only school for the handi- 
capped, a few miles from 
_ the capital’s centre, takes 


only 200 children. 


‘The school. itself. is very 


eae was opened by the 


Shah’s wife about two years 
As a present she gave 


10 exquisite hand-made fair- 
_. ground toys, scale replicas of 


- 


play equipment. 


rounds made in France. 
; 


helter skelters and merry-go- 
But 
they are never played with— 
just kept locked away in a 
cupboard. ‘ 

-*Bad design means that he 


rooms are smali, square, dull 
-and not sound-proofed. There 


are stairs everywhere and only 
one door out to the play- 
ground which is equipped with 
Tt is never 


-. used because it is too much 
_ trouble to get the children 
_ down and out into it during 


EE 
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HAWKER SIDDELEY 


_ oil-rich country’s capital, Teheran, ‘she worked at 
the only State school for the handicapped. This 
is her story: 


their breaks. 

‘So they stay in their class- 
rooms and if they have a nap 
so much the better. On paper 
the school looks incredibly 
well-staffed, four psychologists 
apart from. me, 
workers and over 20 teachers. 

But with the exception of 
three, the teachers were totally 
untrained—just silly girls Who 
had left school and who were 
only interested in clothes and 
cosmetics. One of the psy- 
chologists was a carpet dealer 
who had made. a lot of money 
and in middle age decided to 
take a psychology degree. 

“There was no way of assess- 
ing children because there 
were no tests in Persian and 
all the American tests would 
need to be translated and then 
adapted to Iranian culture— 
nobody thought of doing it. 
Had I been staying in Iran I 
would have started the job 
because I learnt enough Per- 
sian to hold a class. 

‘All the teachers brought in 
their transistor radios and had 
them playing constantly—there 
was no attempt to teach the 
children anything. They just 
wanted the children to sit 
quietly —. especially as 
chairs screeched horribly if 
they were moved. So as a 
rule the children would .just 
lie on mats on the floor. 

‘There was an Art Room, 
but it had no paint or paper 
and pencils—it was never used 
because children “make a 
mess.” You could never learn 
anything about the children 
because although the social 
workers claimed to keep — 
records, they could neyer find 
them when asked. % 


DOSCO 
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Wish continued success 
to your organisation 


DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 
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two social 


ihe?” other 


‘noon 


their school. 


“Physically the children were 


very well cared for—it was 
part of a hospital set-up so 
there were 20 ‘fully trained 
nurses and a paediatrician who 
came in.every day, and the 
children were well-fed. But 
no one cared for the children 
as individuals, it was just an 
extended form of baby-mind- 
ing. 

‘In fact this was a school 
for the mentally handicapped 
—there is not one for the 
physically handicapped 
although there are four or five 
private schools in Teheran 
which take either one or the 
but not both. And 
spastics in particular need a 
school which is adjusted to 
both mental and physical 
handicap. 

‘If you’re a spastic in Iran 
there is just no hope for you. 
Jf you’re poor you’re looked 
after by other members of 
your usually large family and 


‘Come to our part y said ex- PM 


A GROUP of spastic child- 
ren had an exciting after- 
out London 
- recently when they were 
guests at a very special 
party given by former 
Prime Minister Sir Harold 
Wilson and his wife. Lady 
Wilson is, of course, well- 
known to Spastic News 
readers as one of the judges 
and presenter of prizes in 
the society’s annual Liter- 
ary Contest, but she and Sir 
Harold are also involved 
with many other charities 
for the disabled. Handi- 
capped children from these 
organisations were invited 
to the Churchill’ Hotel, 
along with parents, brothers 
and sisters. 
There were nine spastic 


in 
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(SALES) LTD. 


17-18 Tooks Court, Cursitor Street, C4 
Telephone: 01-242 0091 (20 lines) 


Commercial Art Materials 


Sole Distributors of ‘Snopake’ and 
Sole Manufacturers of C.S.10 Line Boards 


_ SN Feb26 


care about spastic children 


THE ‘lucky’ ones—handicapped Iranian children, some in traditional costume, outside 


‘if you are even moderately 


well-off then you are looked 
after by a servant. 

‘One day a 15-year-old girl 
came to us and begged to join 
the school. She was very 
mildly athetoid and had been 
attending an ordinary. school 
where she was ridiculed, 
because of her spasticity. She 
was desperately unhappy” but 
she. couldn’t- be taken on 
simply because she was of 
average intelligence, 

‘I asked‘ if there were any 
alternatives but nobody knew 
or had heard of anywhere— 
there were no reference guides, 
there isn’t even a telephone 
directory. Much later on I 
happened to be doing some 
research and I came across a 
place which would have been 
ideal for her. It was such a 
tragedy since by then it was 
too late to do anything about 
lt: 


Before she left, Eve 


children at the party, aged 
from three to 11, with vary- 
ing degrees of disability. 
Most of them live in the 
Hertfordshire area and 
attend the Watford Spastics 
Centre daily, 


ETC STEEL. 


. ing 


was 


offered the headship of the 
school. ‘If we’d been going 
to stay-on in Iran I’d have 
taken it. but we were return- 
nome, I came back to 
Fitzroy Square and one of the 
first children I saw to assess 
was really quite severely 
handicapped yet we were able 
to say of this 23-year-old girl: 
“She should go .to the Peto 
nursery at  Ingfield 
School.” 

‘And that’s because. people 
care. In Iran she- wouldn't 
have a chance. We get letters 
from. Iranian parents -asking 
us to take their children in our 
schools but we can’t because 
we haven't room for all the 
children in Britain. who need 
to go to Society schools. 

‘We have to refuse and so 
were condemning them 
because there is no philan- 
thropic spirit in Iran—unless 
it’s a business proposition, 
nobody is interested.’ 


All agree that it was one 
of the most enjoyable 
parties ever. Besides meet- 
ing Sir Harold and Lady 
Wilson, the children saw 
many well-known show 
business personalities, 
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Rosemary's 
story 


Cont from Page 5 


cause although we are all in a 
Way pandered to, we're not 
pandering to a_ specific dis- 
ability!’ 

However, the Servite House 
is not just Rosemary's home 
it is also her place of work. 
Among the residents are the 


' profoundly deaf and those with 


communication prob- 
lems, and this is where her 
special interest lies. “m work- 
ing on a new communications 
system for the speech deprived, 
where speech is not the pri- 
mary target. As so often hap- 
pens when you relax over a | 
particular difficulty, you find it - 
diminishes. So very often we 
find speech improves anyway!” 
Rosemary also finds herself 
used as a sort of ‘one-man’ 
computer when it comes io 
dealing with the problems of 
handicap. ‘I can’t-be a social 
worker because I don’t have the 
paper qualifications, but I can 
put my knowledge to the good 
of social workers so I am an 
information bureau. People 
come to me with various ques- 
tions, and I’m able to come up 
with the answers — in fact, I 
Was interviewed by the Depart- 
ment of Health and Social 


severe 


‘Security only the other day, 


and was able to help them, 


I also give lectures to confer- 


ences on handicap from the 
“consumer's viewpoint,’ and so 
on_and in this way I feel 'm 
helping to give back something 
of what the Society has given — 
to me. 

‘Tm glad the Socieiy 
started because it obviously 
fulfils a very great need—now- 
adays some spastics are, you 
might say, going off the market 
and this is because of the re- 
search done by the Society. 
Perhaps in another 50 years’ 
time the Society will have been 
a self-consuming element and 
society with a small “s” will 
have absorbed it. 

‘In the meantime, there are 
still. services to be provided 
and research work to be 
funded. Obviously the Society's 
role in the future is to push 
for the :preverition of spasticity 
—T turned on the World Ser- 
vice of the BBC in the early 
hours the other day and heard 
the Director of the Society, 
James Loring, say that if only 


| present knowledge was applied. 
| 50 per cent of spastic births 


could be prevented. That they 
are not because of lack of 


| finance or the apathy of the 


powers that be makes my blood 
boil!’ 
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The lesson | 
is involve 
youngsters 


YOUNG apprentices 
‘from the Vickers Ship- 
yard at Barrow-in- 


Furness have given up 
their evenings and week- 
ends for a month to 
carry out decorating 
work at the Barrow and 
District Spastic and 
Handicapped Children’s 
Centre. The 12 boys 
volunteered to devote 
their spare time to the 
job which sayed_ the 
group at least £700. 

The apprentices also 
prepared a gaily-decor- 
ated toy boy containing 
a gift for each child at 
the centre. 


The Family Fund: 
Anything in it for you? 


THE Family Fund was set 
up rather hurriedly in 1973 
by Sir Keith Joseph at the 
height of the Sunday Times 
thalidomide campaign, 
when it looked as though 
compensation was going 
to be rather less generous 
than it eventually turned 
out to be. The Fund’s aim 
is to reduce stress caused by 
a handicapped child within 
the family, and is available 
to families with handi- 
capped children under 16 
whose handicap. occurred 


- BUILDING AND 
ROAD MATERIALS ? 


We cover everything from A to C 


AGGREGATES - CONCRETE (READY MIXED) 
COATED MATERIALS 


We can supply them-in whatever quantity 


you want — and on time. 


Try us. 
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Merthyr Tydfil 3355 ° 


Machen 249. 
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VAYNOR QUARRY 
Cefn Coed, Merthyr Tydfil, 
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Tel: Merthyr Tydfil 3355 
(4 lines). 
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Machen, Newport, Gwent 
NP1 8YP. 
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either pre-natally or within 
the first 28 days of life. 

Administered by a_ charit- 
able body, the Joseph Rown- 
tree Memorial Trust, its initial 
budget was £3 million and in 
1974 it was allocated another 
£3 million. In 1975 it was 
allocated £2.5 million, in 1976 
£2.4 million, and a further £2 
million a year until 1978. 

The Fund's initial concern 
was for flexibility—application 
forms are as simple as pos- 
sible, and there is no means 
test. Originally each family 
was individually assessed by 
a qualified social worker who 


Freddy 
finds 


freedom 


FREDDY Starking is now 
doing a useful job on the 
production line at the 
Work Centre run by the 
Norfolk and Norwich Spas- 
tics Society. But a year ago, 
prospects looked bleak for 
him, cooped up as he was 
in a subnormality ward 
where he had lived for 43 
of his 54 years. 


Then Mr Arthur Scales, 
the work centre manager, 
heard about Freddy from 
the local head of psychia- 
tric welfare. Mr Scales went 
to see Freddy at Eaton 
Grange, an annexe of Little 
Plumstead Hospital and 
realised that although he 
was both spastic and deaf 
and dumb he was certainly 
not mentally handicapped. 


-‘He should never have 
been in a mental hospital 
in the first place, said Mr 
Scales. ‘He just had no 
communication.’ 


After his visit, Mr Scales 
arranged for Freddy to 
attend the work centre 
daily from the hospital, 
then he was found a place 
at The Spastic Society’s 
hostel in Norwich. The local 
authority agreed to pay the 
fees, he was officially dis- 
charged from hospital and 
now he is enjoying the free- 
dom and family atmos- 
phere of hostel life. 


_ Picture by courtesy of 
Norwich Mercury. 
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visited the home, but now the 
more routine applications are 
vetted by clerical workers in 
the central office. The Fund 
aims to be as imaginative as 
possible, far more so than the 
social services. For example, 
in its first year it provided a 
pair of unbreakable spectacles 
for a rowdy child, and a riding 
saddle for an armless boy— 
seeking advice for this from a 
mounted military band. But 
now social workers’ discretion 
is limited by ‘guidelines,’ 
tightening up in the face of 
budget pressures. 

The Fund is not designed to 
replace statutory services, but 
to give help that could not 
otherwise be provided. In the 
first . years. of — the 
existence, several families were 
given grants for home adapta- 
tions, even though these, along 
with safety and convenience 
aids, are clearly spelt out in 
the 1970 Chronically Sick and 
Disabled Persons’ Act, and the 
Fund is not intended to pro- 
vide them. . Now the rules are 
being tightened up on_ this 
kind of grant, and it is hap- 
pening more and more that 
families are getting shuttled 
to and fro between ‘the. social 
services and the Fund. 


Holidays 


Many families are given 
holidays by the Fund (although 
less so now than in past years). 
even though local authorities 
have an open-ended obligation 
to provide these, especially for 
the handicapped child, if not 
for the whole family. In 
principle. local authorities can 
provide laundry services,. in- 
continence pads, loan of sick- 
room equipment, ete, but the 
service is so often incon- 
venient, and the choice is so 
narrow, that people do not 
make use of it. So-it happens 
that by far the highest num- 
ber of grants from the Fund 
are for washing machines and/ 
or spin dryers, vital necessities 
for mothers caring for child- 
ren who are incontinent, or 
who get themselves dirty by 
crawling or rolling about. 
Other items frequently granted 
are clothes, shoes and bedding, 
all things which local authori- 
ties should be providing. 
depending on the interpreta- 
tion of the 1970 Act. 


Transport 


Many mothers 
difficulties in transporting 
handicapped children, 
especially when they get too 
big to be carried. The Fund 
used to provide grants of about 
£600 to buy a secondhand car, 
but now it has negotiated a 
package in which £200 a year 
hires a car for one weekend 


experience 


Fund’s | 


a month, and for two weeks a 
year, which gives some idea 
of how much problems of 
mobility are likely to be eased 
by the £5 mobility allowance. 

Local authorities have an 
obligation to transport child- 
ren to and from hospital, and 
education authorities to pro- 
vide a school bus service, but 
pressure to cut down on their 
expenditure may result in their 
regarding the mobility allow- 
ance as a replacement of their 
obligations and not as an 
addition to them. 


Class 


The Rowntree Trust is well- 
intentioned, of that there is ne 
doubt,#and so far there have 
been no complaints.” But the 
Fund’s research team at York 
University has revealed that 
‘rather than reducing class 
differences, the Fund seems to 
be reinforcing ,them.’ For 
some reason, social class 3 
seems to get significantly more 
than the others, and grants to 
social classes 2 and 5S do not 
vary much. Although social 
class is only a crude indicator 
of living standards, families in 
social classes 4 and 5. will 
almost certainly be worse off 
than those in social class 2. 

The research team’s findings 
do suggest that families with 
handicapped. children can 
expect to get a larger grant 
from the Family Fund if they 
live in the south east corner of 
England, are visited by one of 
the Fund’s agents, their house- 
hold head has:a middle class 
occupation, the child suffers 
from muscular dystrophy, has 
two parents and only one 
brother or sister, and is aged 
between. five and 10. In con- 
trast they are likely to get a 
small grant if they live in 
Northern, Ireland, the handi- 
capped child is severely men- 
tally handicapped, aged less 
than five, has only one parent 
and many brothers and sisters, 
and is visited by a social ser- 
vices department worker.’ 

Inevitably, wmiiddle income 
families are more articulate in 
the expression of their needs, 
and have higher aspirations— 
they experience stress because 
they lack expensive things like 


cars, whereas poorer people 
experience stress because they 
lack cheaper things such as 
clothing. 

The largest number of 
families who apply to the Fund 
(18.8 per cent) hear about it 
through the = social services 
(which begs the question 
whether these are the ones 


. passed on ‘to the Fund to ask 


for help which the ‘social ser- 
vices can’t or won’t provide); 
16 per cent hear about it 
through their children’s 
schools, and 16 per cent via 
voluntary organisations. Media 
publicity accounts for 11.4 per 
cent of applications, and 
friends or rélatives for 12.3 per 
cent. Yet recently, Mr Alf 
Morris, the Minister for the 
Disabled, said that only about 
half of entitled families have 
come forward to apply for a 
grant. 

According to Jonathan Brad- 
shaw of. York University, this 
number is unlikely to be 
increased. Many people are 
reluctant to accept ‘charity,’ as 
they see it. Others simply do 
not think they need help, for 
example mothers sometimes 
say things like, ‘Oh, she’s not 
handicapped in anything—she’s 
just backward, slow in picking 
things up.’ 


Future 


The future of the Fund after 
1978 is uncertain, and very. 
little thinking about it has 
been done. It may sta-’ as it 
is, or be taken over by the 
local authorities, in which case 
there is the danger of money 
being funnelled off into other 
needy branches of the social 
services, Alternatively, it may 
be replaced by a disability 
pension, supplemented by a 
fund to help with large items. 


How to apply 
for help: 


If you think you may 
qualify for help, applica- 
tion forms may be obtained 
from The Family Fund, 
Beverley House, Shipton 
Road, York, YO3 6RB. 
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Visit the World of Wildlife 
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Cilfrew nr. Neath 


“Welsh Tourist Bones for 
Services to Tourism’? : 
“British Tourist Board 
‘Come to Britain’ Trophy 
Special Commendation”. 
Open every day 10 am until dusk — 


SN Febl0 =a 


ny by perettets ORE ees 
a r; eet. 


Ce en ar 


” 


gt 


vid 


+] at 


io 


SHIRLEY. KEENE, the - 
1 > woman from ‘Down 
Under’ whose fashion- 
able clothes and lively 
wit have brightened 
many a Spastics 
_ Society gathering, has 
left the Society after 
22 years. 

i _ Miss Keene, who has a 
mild athetoid disability. 
» came to London from Aus- 
| tralia in 1951 and joined 
the National. Spastics 
2 _ Society as it was then, three 
% years later. In her time she 
has edited Spastics News. 
| 


lectured to hundreds ot 


organisations on the 
‘Society’s work, been res- 
- ponsible for setting up 
hostels for spastics all over 
_ the country and pioneered 
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the sere Aids Centre. 


oe 
Lectures 
, In 1963 and © 1966 ‘she 


returned to Australia on lec- 
ture fours and visits to the 
_ spastics centres which had 
__ been opened since she left the 
_ country. ‘The second time,’ 

_ she told Spastics News, ‘I was 
sitting in an empty house—a 
Se newly-purchased hostel—wait- 
ie. ing for the furniture - to 
_ arrive when Melbourne rang 
to ask “Can we borrow Keene 
_ for a fund-raising campaign?” 
and I flew out for a hectic three 
_ weeks giving talks and making 
radio and TV appearances. 
_. Then it was back to awaiting 

furniture again.” 


mt 


Liaising with builders and 
architects on hostel conver- 
sions gave her wide insight 
into the design needs of the 
disabled and she carried out 
much of the research work for 


E 
Shirley Keene 


a Spastics Society publication 
on sluices, 

‘They call me the loo queen,’ 

shé commented humorously. 
As a teenager she went to 
art school and _ still paints 
whenever she has the oppor 

tunity, although living in 
bedsitter miakes this- difficult. 
‘I regret not having had time 
to keep up my painting over 
the years,’ she said, ‘especially 
when I see my early works 
changing hands at inflated 
prices as they do in Australia.’ 
- She is also an accomplished 
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Brownhills 5541 


We are pleased to take this opportunity 
to support the Spastics Society 


eene by y name and so 
keen by nature 


cook and needlewoman who 
makes most of her own clothes. 
The latter skill came in useful 
when curtains and chair covers 
were needed for the Society’s 
hostels and her artistic flair 
showed itself in the choice of 
colour. schemes. 


Over the-years she has seen 
many changes in The Spastics 
Society and feels it has become 
rather impersonal. ‘I came 
here in 1954 from a large com- 
mercial organisation and I’m 
leaving a large commercial 
organisation,’ she said. 

Now she has been invited to 
join a small team running a 
home for delinquent adoles- 
cents where her home-making 
talents and wide administra- 
tive experience will be put to 
good use. 

‘I shall be doing a bit of 


. publicity, admin, welfare, 


cooking — whatever needs 
doing,’ she said, ‘just as it was 
when I joined The Spastics 
Society.’ 


| 
| 


Advice on 
managing 
at home 


A. BOOKLET on ‘Home 
Management’ has been pub- 


| lished in the ‘Equipment for 


the Disabled’. series compiled 
and edited at the Nuffield 
Orthopaedic Centre, Oxford. It 
shows standard kitchen goods, 
home-made aids and specially 
designed equipment. 

There are guidelines to assist 
in choosing equipment and 
planning kitchen layouts for the 
ambulant and chairbound dis- 
abled. together with suggested 
answers to home management 
problems. 

A fully illustrated booklet 
gives manufacturers’ and sup- 
pliers’ addresses, indication of 
prices and export availability. 
It is intended for use by pro- 
fessional workers caring for 
disabled people, but disabled 
housewives will also find useful 
information to help them cope 
with day-to-day problems in 
the home. 

It is available, price £1.50 
(postage extra), from Equip- 
ment for the Disabled, 2 
Foredown Drive, Portslade, 
Brighton BN4 2BB. 
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~ Scouts set. vandals | 
a thorny problem 


VANDALS in Barnsley will 
face a thorny problem the next 
time they try to damage the 
local day centre for spastics. 

The fence surrounding the 
centre has been constantly van- 
dalised, and police advised the 
planting of a thorn hedge in- 
side the fence to act as a 
second deterrent. The centre’s 
committee could ill afford the 
additional expense, but Silver- 


ae ere cn te Sm Stree 


‘Racey look 


MANY children who are 
epileptic or have had skull 
operations need to wear protec- 
tive headgear while playing. 
Now they can pretend to be 
James Hunt with a special 
‘racing driver’s helmet’ manu- 
factured- by a Bradford firm. 

The helmets are in coloured 
nylon with high impact resist- 
ance and they are shatter and 
splinter proof. They have the 
approval of the British 
Standards Institute and design- 


ers felt that the authentic race- 
track style would appeal to 


children’s imagination more 
than the conventiona} head 
protection. 

Further details from Rad- 
ford Orthopaedic Co Ltd, 
Rebecca House, Rebecca 
Street, Westgate, Bradford, 
West Yorkshire, BDI 2RX 
(tel 23729), 


Lunchtime boost 
had them jumping 
THE Spastics Society’s 


at the success of .their latest 


charitable effort. They held a 
lunchtime cheese and wine 
party at the Society’s Park 


Crescent headquarters 


raised more than £102 


society funds, 


The FROGS (Fund Raising 
‘Organisation for Spastics) are 


a group of young staff members 
who give up much of their off- 
duty time to helping the cause, 


pet | 
FROGS are jumping with joy: | 


which, | 
together with a competition, | 
for | 


plants and labour. 


wood Venture Scouts came to . 


the rescue with the offer of 
Now there 
are thorn bushes tight round 
the building and it is hoped 
that when the hedge is fully 
grown vandals will think twice 
before trying to break in. 


SPASTICS NEWS: 


‘Smashing’ dream 
comes true 


LITTLE Grant Tyrer of 
| dream com Essex, had a 
dream come true when the 
Clacton and District Spas- 


tics Society, of which his 


parents are members, pre- 
sented him with a specially 
stabilised two-wheeler bike. 
It was handed over by the 
group’s welfare officer Mrs 
Jose Stevenson who ex- 
plained that the Society 
always tried to help when 
asked — providing money 
was available. 


Grant is able to attend 


his local primary school 
but both he and his elder 
sister, Stephanie, aged 10, 
who has a serious heart 


_ condition, also enjoy swim- 
ming lessons arranged by | 


the Society. 

Here Grant gets in some 
cautious practice on his 
new bike and pronounced 


it ‘smashing’ watched by — 


Mrs Stevenson (left) and 

his mother. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Harwich and Manningtree 
Standard. 


— 


Growing Concern? 


Your concern is to help the incontinent patient 


maintain his confidence. 
One word solves the problen—INCO. The combined 
range of INCO PRODUCTS offers a complete 
protective system that aids both the patient and 


the nurse. 


Inco garments—made of supple PVC 

_ with a convenient drop-front for easy 
changing, in seven adjustable sizes to 
ensure a perfect individual fit. 


New Inco pull-on pants—especially 
suitable for arthritic and the more 
ambulant patients, made in five sizes. 
The elasticated legs and waist give the 
wearer complete protection. 


Both garments are washable, 
waterproof, suitable for either sex 
and permanently size marked. 


Inco Roll—made from highly 
absorbent cellulose, soft cotton wool 
encased ih a Knitted tubing gives 
maximum protection and is especially 


suitable for use with either Inco 


staff. 


Inco 


garments or pull-on pants. 

Inco Pads—for. the protection of beds 
and chairs—are highly absorbent with 
soft high wet strength covers and 
waterproof backing. 

Take a fresh look at the Inco range— 
it aids your patient and your nursing 


GARMENTS, ROLLS & PADS 


Robinsons of Chesterfield 


ROBINSON & SONS LIMITED, WHEAT BRIDGE, 
CHESTERFIELD $40 2AD. Telephone Chesterfield 31101 
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Your loyal ode 
could win in 
Jubilee year 


ASPIRING Poet Laureates @ Adults: Aged 18 years and 
could celebrate both the ver. Entries not to exceed 
Queen’s Jubilee and the  2:000 words. The prizes will 
: + be £30 for the winner and £15 
25th anniversary of The f 
‘ ; ¢ or the runner-up. 
Spastics Society by enter: @ Poetry: Open to all ‘age 
ing a loyal ode for the groups. No guide to length 
Society’s 1977 literary con- canbe given, and any verse 
test. And there will be a — form can be used. Prizes will 
chance to win the Lady be £15 and the Lady Wilson 
- Wilson cup for poetry, cup for the winner ‘and: £10 for 
donated by the wife of the the runner-up. 
former Prime Minister and 


A special prize will also be 
being presented this year presented by the Director of 
for the first time. : 


The Spastics Society, Mr James 
Entries in both poetry 


Loring, for what he considers 
is the outstanding contribution 
and prose sections are not, | among the runners-up, 
of course, confined to royal There will be an independent 
subjects — contestants can eae of judges, 
write about anything that 
interests them. The contest 
is no longer confined to 
spastic writers. Anybody 
handicapped from birth or 
-early childhood - is - now 
eligible. 
Closing date for entries is 


April 9. Application forms 
can be obtained from Mrs Nina 
Heycock, 27/33 Harrington 
Gardens, South - Kensington 
SW7 4ST. 
Categories and prizes are @s 
follows: 
® Schoolchildren: Up to and 
including 11 years of age. 
Entries not to exceed 1,000. | 
words. The prizes will be 
£10 for the winner, with £5 
for the runner-up. 
® Adolescents: Aged 12 to. 


17 years. Entries not to exceed 
2,000 words. The prizes will be 
£20 for the winner, with £10 | 
for the runner-up. 


the run of 
the house 


if for any reason you have problems 
getting up and down stairs, the Dooley 
Stairlift can start a new way of living; 


3 


-It can be used by anyone with ease, 
or the stairs can be used in the normal 
way. 


With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric mechanism you'd 
hardly know it was there. ‘ 


The spacious platform accommodates 
a wheelchair or a tip-up seat. 


Installation is quick and convenient. The 
first Dooley Stairlifts were installed a 
13 years ago — our experience ensures Jy 
a superior product, ; 


(0262) 74ay, or write to 
pedal Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial Estate, Bridlington; 
Yorkshire SN Feb27 


With the compliments of 


SIMONS & CO LTD 
FRUIT IMPORTERS 


LONDON FRUIT EXCHANGE, 


=~ 
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SPITALFIELDS, LONDON EI. 


mh 


WIND 


pang 


in $0 many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The Superb range 
: of Anglian products, all manufactured from Satin finish ano- 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give youa 
hee of trouble-free service, 5 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH, Tel: 29337, 
Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yatlow Pages, 


Better use 
for their 
energies 


DECORATING work at 
South 
East Regional Office in Horley, 
Surrey, i 


Spastics Society’s new 


is being carried out by 


young offenders-under a Com- | 


munity Service Order. 

A’ trio -of youngsters con- 
victed of vandalism: 6r | car 
theft have been ordered to 
give up so many hours a week 
of their, spare time to work for 
the community. 
the Horley Office was arranged 
through the Surrey Area Pro- 
bation 
vice, It is expected that it will 
take about six weeks to decor- 
ate 1,000 square feet of offices. 


SGT Croft and Drummer 
Dakin guarding the 40 Ib 


castle cake which was pre- _ 


sented by Ist Bn Cold- 
stream Guards to the 
Slough party. 


The | 


The job at | 


and .After Care Ser-~| 


_ Four years 
research 
Is listed 


| A REGISTER of Educational 


Research, 1973-76 has been 
: : : 
| published by the National 
Foundation for Educational 


Research. This lists the various 
| research projects which have 
| taken place over the past four 
years, the people responsible 
| for the work involved, who 
| pays for it and the dates when 
| results are likely to be pub- 
| lished. 
The ‘register will be useful 
| to those planning future 
research, help them to avoid 
duplication of topics and indi- 
| cate areas where no surveys 
| have yet been carried out. 
| It is available from NFER 
| Publishing Company, 2 Jen- 
Thames 
Berkshire, 
| 


Buildings, 
Windsor, 


| nings 
Avenue, 
{ oe se as £12, 


¢ oldstreams’ cake was king of 


castle 


CASTLE cake took pride 


of place at the Slough 
Spastics party when SO 


spastics and their families 
enjoyed an afternoon of 
varied entertainment. Over 
200 people sat down to tea, 
and the cake was presented 
by Captain Welch on be- 
half of the commanding 
officer and men of the Ist 
Battalion Coldstream 
Guards. The 40 lb cake 
had taken Sgt Croft and 
Pte Albuery over 20 hours 
to make. ; 

The very successful party 
was arranged by the Slough 
and District Spastics Welfare 


Society. especially Mrs — E. 
Ross — the Chairman’s wife. 
She thanked all who had 
helped, including the Iver 


Rangers, and- local firms who 
had supplied food. 


MANUFACTURING STATIONERS 
VERTICAL FILING EQUIPMENT 
CATALOGUE COVERS. 
WIRE-O-BINDING 

PLASTIC COMB BINDING TO THE TRADE 


J. F. PETTINGER LTD 


Associate Company: Hi-Bind Manufacturing Co Ltd, 
Banbury Works, Sefton Street, Manchester Road, 


Hollinwood, OLLHAM, LANCS, Tel: 061-681 7271/2 
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we the field in Patio Doors, Replacement Windows 


Precision-made, available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
ance of your home, create 
feeling of spaciousness and 


light, 
Out with those old rust- 


ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb. Anglian Re- 
placement Windows, Many de- 
signs to choose from, a choice 


of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units. 


Fearless bookle 


-life—and love’ 


FEBRUARY 197) 


- faces facts of 


| designed to help handicapped people who want 


} 


_ physical problems in the end 


| and. pads, 


| having babies. 


tics Pay 


‘LOVE MATTERS’ — a frank and fearless booklet. 


the excitement and fulfilment of sex in their 
lives — has been published by The Spastics 
Society. Handicapped people, it says, have as” 
much right to the successes and difficulties of 
sexual activity as anyone else. The first necessity 
was to face the facts. In dreams, handicapped 
people probably imagine perfect sex with a 
perfect partner, but in reality they may think of 
themselves as ugly, deformed and extra 
unlikely to attract anyone. 
‘Most people are ugly in advice from a genetic con 
en 
eames aan pe ee family "plannite organisation 
Phat anak ARES. or family doctor about contra. 
no matter what the mirror Nei 4 
shows’ them,’ says the Where to go 4 
booklet. The handicapped 5 
person should not be afraid It gives_advice om Wheng tag 


: 5 20 ore information and 
of approaching someone eeks ae sexual problems. 
who attracts them and generally. A. general’ gaa 
should not be put off titioner, a social worker, a 
unduly if they get a cold health visitor or religious 


shoulder first time. 


Fulfilment 


There were many ways to 
give. and receive physical 
pleasure that even if 


adviser could be helpful. The 
Spastics- Society also has 4 
range of advisory services. A 
special organisation — Sexual 
Problems of the Disabled— 
had also been set up and oul 
offer information, advice and, 
where possible, refer a handld 


6] 


prevented complete sexual ful- 


filment, it was most unlikely ¢apped person for advice in 

that those with handicaps ‘his or her own area, » 
could not share in some of 2 ie 
these. Relaxing drugs could “is 


A BAZAAR held at the 
Society’s Coombe Farm resi- 
dential centre in Croydon. has 
raised more than £2,000. The 
centre. has set a target of 


sometimes help, and other aids 
were the sensible placing of 
cushions, bigger beds, wedges 
as well as special 
sexual aids and appliances sold 
in ‘sex shops.’ & double this amount to” 
-It advises: couples to think “new: furniture, 3 Saas 
seriously about the practical. oe: 


side Gr eects Be pe eos THE neal formed. Chard : 

. liminister branch: — of 

_ Spastics Society in Somere 
to start a youth club for han 


capped people between 
ages, of 13 and 30. -* <6 


LISA Chillingworth and 
John Hughes help ‘the 
entertainer with his plastic 
gnome at the tar spas- 


A CHRISTMAS fair re 
the Plymouth spas = 
raised £450. $ 


Squires Shipping Services 

1 Fenchurch Buildings, Fenchurch St, EC3. 
BULK CARGO SPECIALISTS, LIGHTERAG 
WHARFAGE, HAULAGE, WAREHOUSIN 
AND CUSTOMS CONTAINER AGENTS. “a 
Telephone 01-709 9359 01-488 3817. Telex 885886 


This Space kindly donated by 


_TELCON METALS | 


LIMITED 


Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex 
pTelephiens 0293 28000 


RICHFIELD ELECTRONICS | 


1 CROMPTON WAY. CRAWLEY, SUSSEX. Tel 0293 32171. ‘Telex a772: 1 


RING Don Smallwood or Cyril Freeman at (Crawley) 0293 | 32171 with. | 
all. your technical enquiries, for prices and availability, or to. request 
your copy of our new short form catalogue, ; A | 
OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTORS FOR AB ELECTRONI dl 
ic COMPONENT os 
_CCONNECTOR DIVISION ) AMPHENOL LTD, AND THORN eae 5: 
COMPONENTS. 


Connectors to Specifications: MIL-C.26482, MIL-C_501 z 

5. 
Patt 104, Patt 105, Patt 121, Pate 123 FY Exess etc. 
os i J 5 SN Fe D9 


ei irre HINER FEE OT Bee 
nae eS ak i Epo Ga en . = ’ Le 


~ Street. 


4 "FEBRUARY 1977, 


#4 = 


Way ys of raising the wind... 


A CHARITY shop in Surbiton 
which was open for just. six 


weeks has raised £2,000 for the 


North Surrey group of The 
' Spastics Society. 
will go towards the £25,000 - 
- meeded each year to maintain 
the Kingston Work Centre, 


The money 


where 60 spastic people are 
employed on- light industrial 


work. 
RSS 


: WHEN Miss Celia Prophets 
of Fenton, Staffordshire, sent 


nr oees aas : 


out 
party she holds annually in aid 
of local spastics, she was stag- 
gered to receive an anonymous 


donation of £1,000. As a result. 


this year’s event raised a total 
of £1,502 for the North Staf- 
fordshire Spastic Association 
and the B-P Scout Guild Holi- 
day Centres for the Handi- 
capped. 

Beara 
WORTHING, Littlehampton 
and District Spastics Society 


exceeded by £460 its £2,000 tar- 


get at a fair held in Worthing’s 


invitations t@ the coffee 


included. a 


Hall’ Attractions 
puppet musical, 
piano recital, tombola and a 
clairvoyant. The money will 
go towards annual maintenance 


Assembly 


costs of the group’s new 
Fitzalun Howard adult day 
centre, 

Lis Saree a] 


AN art exhibition and fair 
organised by The Friends of the 
Princess Marina Centre raised 
£650. ‘The money will be spent 
on amenities for the 54 spastic 
adults resident at the centre in 
Buckinghamshire. 


Maestro Magoo’ S music. 
was wrongly pitched 


-BUSKER Johany Magoo 
found himself out of tune 
with the local police when 
he started up his music 
machine in Chatham High 
For very soon a 
crowd gathered, many of 


them children, and the 
road was_ completely 
blocked. 

The finale came at 


oe 


PRIVATE | 
TRANSPORT 


CHATHAM’S answer to the Pied Piper of Hamelin, 
- Johnny Magoo with a crowd of admiring children round 
his music machine. 


Chatham Magistrates Court 
when he was fined £5 for 
obstruction whi c h he 
admitted. 

The Court heard that Johnny 
had appeared on television 
and in a_ film with Peter 
Sellers, and on the Continent, 
and had made an educational 
film for children. Magistrates 
were then shown letters from 


several charities, including The 


Picture by courtesy of the Kent Messéager. 


WHEELCHAIR 
CARAVANS 


MOBILITY FOR THE DISABLED! 


As Specialists in producing vehicles designed individually for conveying the incapacitated, 
we can provide the right vehicle to suit most disabilities, 


These.are some exithples sof the versatility of our wide range of vehicles which are available 
either for a disabled driver or for transporting up to 43 passengers or 20 wheelchairs. 

Variations of bodywork. or. interior equipment can be arranged to meet individual requirements 
and adapted to suit most manufacturers’ standard chassis. 
We also specialise in a wide range of ancillary equipment including Restraining Harnesses 
‘and Wheelchair Anchorage Clamps of registered design. 


For your particular requirements please contact 


ROOTES MAIDSTONE LTD 


Mill Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6YD 
Telephone: Maidstone 53333. Telex: 96230 


- Harris, 


Spastics Society, thanking him 
for his fund-raising efforts. 

Outside the Court, Johnny 
said: “People entertained in. 
streets and thoroughfares 
before there was a Parliament 
to make obstruction Jaws. In 
fact that’s where entertain- 
ment began. They have a 
right to make a living in per- 
haps the only way they know 
without being continually 
harassed by the police. They 
are trying to. stop me bringing 
a little happiness to other 
people, especially children. 

‘T was deeply hurt and 
humiliated by this arrest when | 
I was not doing any harm to 
anyone.’ 


July date for 


education 
conference 


THE 1977 Conference of the 
National Council for Special 
Education will be held at Pad- 
gate College of Education 
near Warrington. on July 25th- 


_ 28th. The theme of. the con- 
ference is “Special for Life?’ 


and will, attempt to review the 


‘different provisions within the 


community. before, during and 
after school-life for all kinds 
of, handicap. 

Speakers will. include Dr R. 
Professor 'P. Mittler, 
Professor N. Butler, Dr-L.° 
Rosenbloom, Dr A. I. Rabino- 
witz and Dr B. E. Simpson. 


“Further details avialable from. 


J. D. Walker, Greenbank Resi- 
dential School, “Greenbank 
Lane, Hartford,, Northwich, | 
Cheshire (foolscap sae please). 


WELFARE 
SERVICES 
TRANSPORT : 


‘Cy es 
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Rival’s good| Why Stuart is very — 
proud of his mother — 


fortune was 
group s gain 


NORTH Staffordshire Spastics 
Association has found itself 
£400 better off because another 
local charity has all its equip- 
ment supplied by the Social 
Services Department. 

‘Each year the Sentinel Bowls 


Cup Committee of Stoke-on-_ 


Trent bolds a competition, the 
proceeds of which are used to 
provide specific equipment for 
a charity in the area. How- 
ever, the organisation which 
was the original choice for 
1976 was found to be fully 
supported by local authority 
funds and so the’ bowls com- 


mittee decided to allocate the. 


money to buying equipment 
for the £60,000 day centre 
newly built in: Fenton by the 
North Staffordshire —Spastics 


Fire drill record 


~LOCAL firemen visited'Cheyne 
- Walk spastics centre, ‘Chelsea,’ 
for a special surprise fire drill.) 
The 35 children at the centre’ 


were evacuated ina record time 
of Imin 50sec. 


Afterwards the firemen pre- 


sented a cheque for £100— 


money raised at a social even- 


“ing earlier in’ the year. This 


will be spent on electronic 


: She ope for the children. 


— Society's 
Regional 


Offices 


NORTH EAST: _ Royal 
Chambers, Station Parade, 
Harrogate RG1 1EP. Tel 0423 
69655. Senior Regional Officer: 
Michael C, James, 

NORTH WEST: Room 481, 
89 Oxford Street, Manchester 
MI OFQ. Tel 061 236 2088. 
SRO: Nigel Smith, 


MIDLANDS: Albany 


House, 31 Hurst Street, Bir- | 


mingham B5 4BD. Tel 021 622 
4694. SRO: Mike Venables. 
EAST: Broadway Chambers, 
Station Place, Letchworth, 
Herts SG6 3AF, Tel 046 26 
T7191. SRO: Cyril A. Cattell. 
WEST: 19 The Crescent, 
Taunton, Somerset TAL 4EB. 
Tel 0823 81678. SRO: Miss 
Charmian Mould, 


SOUTH EAST: Donaldson 


House, Massetts Road, Horley, | 


Surrey RH6 7QZ. Tel 029 34 
71211. SRO: Alan Downes. — 
LONDON: 76 Cambridge 
Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey KTi 3LB. Tel 01 549 
5988. SRO: Iain M, Fowler. 
WALES: 2 Saunders Road, 
Cardiff CFI SDA. Tel 0222 
30749. SRO: Emlyn Davies. 


been 


MRS Lilian’ Sleigh of 
Blackburn, may be spastic 
and confined to a wheel- 
chair but she doesn’t be- 
lieve in sitting back and 
accepting charity. She 


‘ wanted to say a special 
“thank you” to the nursery 


school which her son 
Stuart has attended for 18 
months, so went ahead and 


‘organised a Tupperware 


party and competition. The 


‘event raised £34 for nur- 
Sery funds. 


“Everybody has been so 
good to Stuart since he has 
here,” said Mrs 


Sleigh, “I decided to do 
something to say thank 


_you, now he’s leaving to go 


to school.” 
Mrs Sleigh lives with 


Stuart and her husband 


David in a specially adap-. - 
ted disabled person’s bun- 
galow. She is pictured with 
children at the nursery 
school, where she has been 
taking her turn with other 
mums to help out in the 
mornings. Stuart is on her 
left. 
Picture by courtesy of 
~ Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph. 


TYME MUSIC LTD 


Specialists in : 


Guitar and Amplification 
_ for Professionals and 
-Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 


* Department of Education Members welcomed %& 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
Tel ; Hemel Hempstead 65322 <x, Feb20 


Plasticraft 


Installations 


Hazel Lane, Great Wyrley, 
Walsall WS6 6AA 


FABRICATORS IN PVC POLYPROPYLENE 
FUME EXTRACTION 


GRP PIPEWORK IN PVC POLYPROPYLENE, 
etc. 


* Bonded PVC Tank Linings, Large or Small 
* Fume Extraction Ducting (fabrication and 


installation ) 


* Plating, Tank Linings (on site, or at our 
works. We can also offer a 24-hour Tank 


Repair Service). 


Telephone: Cheslyn Hay 
415057'415082 | 
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
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~ Death of 


Society s 
first 
Chairman 


““THE Spastics Society’s 
first-ever Chairman, Dr 
Denis Wheeler. ‘CBE, BSc. 
PhD, FRI, who guided the 
Society through the sensi- 
tive phase of its amalga- 
mation~ with the British 
Council for the Welfare of 
‘Spastics of which he had 

been. Chairman, died on 

January 24. 

Dr Wheeler, who was 66, and 
died at his home in Alton, 


S— Dr Denis Wheeler 
Hampshire, had a long and 
distinguished career. He was 
a former Deputy Chairman of 
The Wellcome Foundation, 
President of the Association of 
the British Pharmaceutical In- 


dustry, and Master of the~ 
Salters’ Company. 
He was’ Chairman of the 


Society for three years from 
- 1963 to 1966 when he retired 


on medical advice. Dr Wheeler . 


was awarded the CBE in 1965. 


He resigned from the Executive - 


Council of the Society in May. 
1969, ; 

The Society was further 
saddened by the death of 
former Executive Council 
member Mrs Doris Penni- 
cott on January 23... 

Mrs Pennicott, who was 56, 


4 


_ lived at Petworth, Sussex. and 


was the mother of a spastic 
daughter. A member of the 
Executive Council from 1965 


Mrs Doris Pennicott 
to 1974. Mrs Pennicott was the 
founder and Chairman of the 
West Sussex Spastics Group, 
For over 15 years she worked 
voluntarily for spastics, organ- 
ising, lecturing, fund-raising. 
so that the Group was able to 


» purchase a £6,000. holiday 
bungalow. 

Mrs Pennicott also played a 
yery active. role in local 


government and was~a .West 
Sussex. County Councillor for 
eight years. She was either a 
member or chairman of many 
committees, particularly those 
relating to the fields of youth 
or disability, was Chairman of 
the Governors of the Herbert 
Shiner School, Petworth, 
Governor of Midhurst Gram- 
mar School, and President of 


~ the local Women’s. Institute for . 


10 years, 


se 
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JOEY chats with Dr Harris. 
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Dutch viewers | 
buy Joey and Co 


dream house 


WHEN Joey Deacon, Ernie.Roberts, Tom. Black- 
burn and Michael Sangster first began their 
unique creative task of translating Joey’s un- 
intelligible grunts into his moving life story 
‘Tongue-tied,’ they had no idea how many lives 
— and hearts — they would touch throughout 


the world. 


With the success of the 
book came the success of 
the BBC Horizon film in- 
terpretation ‘Joey.’ And as 
the book went into transla- 
tion so the film was shown 
outside Britain. One coun- 


- try in particular where the 


book enjoyed a phenome- 
nal success was Holland. 
When Dutch TV screened 
‘Joey’ the effect ‘was re- 
markable,’ said Dr Geof- 
frey Harris, Consultant 
Pyschiatrist at St Law- 
Hospital, Cater- 
ham, where the quartet 
live. ic 

‘They had the highest 
eyer viewing response for 
a, documentary — even 
better than for a football 
cup match, In fact demand 


December 23 as an appeal for 
Joey's Bungalow Fund and just 
by chance J happened to wan- 
der into my office on New 
Year’s Day.- The phone was 
ringing and I lifted the receiver 
to hear it was the- Dutch TV 


- station calling. They had raised 


was so great it was repeated 


twice, he said. 

Last year the ‘famous four’ 
decided to spend a week's holi- 
day in Holland's — capital 
Amsterdam. ‘It was reaily 
wonderful for them, said Dr 
Harris. ‘they were recognised 
Wherever they went. People 
would wave from cars and say 
“that’s Joey! bring his book io 
be autogsaphed,’ and invite 
them into their homes. 

‘A small Dutch TV station 
got to hear that we were there 
and approached us. with’ the 
idea of doing some filming. [ 
mentioned that a fund had been 
launched to build a bungalow 
for the four in the hospital 
grounds and the TV company 
said they would promote the 
fund during their Christmas 
charity appeal. They shot some 
film and we came home. 

‘In November I got a call 
from the company asking if 
they might send over a film 
crew to get some extra footage 
and within days the crew were 
here on the doorstep. 

‘The film was screened on 


THE Disability Rights 
Handbook is a welcome 


guide through the laby- 
rinth of the Social Services. 
It states in plain language 
exactly what pensions and 
other statutory allowances 
disabled people may be en 
titled to claim. 
For example. many spastic ” 


adults who have never been 
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£38,000 and they hadn't closed 
the fund yet! It was a magni- 
ficent start to the New Year 
and you can imagine how Joey 
and Co felt when I broke the 
news. 

By their generosity, the 
people of Holland have en- 
sured that Joey and Co will 
haye their dream bungalow, 
and opened up the possibility 
of more bungalows for some of 
their other friends at St Law- 
rence’s. f 


Judges for 
Achievement 


Award 


NAMES of two further judges 
for the Society’s Achievement 


Award have now been an- 
nounced. They are Norman 
Croucher. the legless moun- 
‘taineer, and Anne- Darn- 


borough, a polio victim who is 
Assistant General Secretary of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
and is publishing a book on 
disability shortly. 

They will join Lord Craw- 
shaw and TV man Corbet 
Woodall on the panel of judges 
meeting on March 2 to decide 
on this year’s winners. The 
choice will be made from nine 
spastic finalists, all. of whom 
have achieved outstanding suc- 
cess in various walks of life or 
kept up a sustained effort to 
overcome severe. disability. 

The winner will receive a 
silver cup to keep for a year 
and a cash prize of £250. 


able to. work can now claim 
the Non-Contributory  In- 
validity Pension, first paid 
from November, 1975. People 
who were previously drawing 
supplementary benefit can 
now apply for NCIP. instead. 
Although this may mean no 
increase in total income, the 
new pension has two advant- 
ages — there is no means 
test and recipients will be 
credited with National Insur- 


? 
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EVERYBODY loves a 
baby ... and the staff of 
The Spastics Society are 
particularly fond of the 
young charmer peeping 
under father’s arm, and 
taking a great interest in 
the proceedings going on in 
the picture on the right. 

First a word about the 
personalities involved, 
There is James. Loring, 
Director of the Spastics 
Society, making a retire- 
ment presentation at head- 
quarters to Mrs F. M. 
Mackintosh—a very popu-, 
lar lady because her job 
for 15 years involved pay- 
ing the staff wages. Look- 
ing on is Anita Loring, 
and their baby son Bene- 
dict. 

Little Benedict is no stay- 
at-home baby, and his mother 
Anita’s motto might be... 
‘Have baby—will travel.’ Anita 
is Secretary of the Inter- 
national Cerebral. Palsy 
Society and her job involves 
organising and speaking at 
conferences and seminars both 
at home and abroad. So does 
James Loring’s. Quite apart 
from his, arduous work on 
behalf of the handicapped in 
Britain, he is Vice-President 
of the ICPS and fights for the 
cause of the handicapped 
internationally. 

To say the least, James and 
Anita Loring do not have 
nine-to-five jobs. So how 
does Benedict fit into this busy 
routine? He was born seven 
months ago, and Anita deter- 
mined, as she told Spastics 
News: ‘I did not think it was 
right that the baby shoukd 
take over my fife. I would do 
everything possible to make 
him happy and secure, but [ 
did not. want to become 
housebound and boring. If 
think that is bad for the 
mother and bad for the child/ 
’ Mrs Loring was equally 
determined that she did not 
want her first baby to be 
looked after by anyone else. 
So—mother and career woman 
combined roles, and it’s 2 
happy case of ‘and baby comes 
too. 

He made a brief appearance 
at the Society’s AGM; he has 
been to a conference on 
paediatrics at Oxford; to the 
AGM of the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics at Sir John Mills’ 
house (apparently he slept 
throughout the meeting but 
thoroughly. enjoyed lunching 
with the stars afterwards); he 
has been to a senior © staff 
seminar, Perhaps his most 
exciting ‘outing’ so far has 
been a meeting of the ICPS at 
Munster, West Germany, when 
he was just four months old. 

Anita. engaged a nurse in 
Munster to look after Bene- 
dict when she was heavily 
engaged with organisational 
work, but he did attend some 
sessions of the international 
gathering, snoozing happily 
outside the hall while mother 
listened to the talks and 
debates on the. earphones 


_Supplying simultaneous trans- 


lations. ‘If I wanted to say 
something in the debate, I 
would rush into the hall. 
Everyone was most amused,” 


-Said Anita. 


Benedict's everyday routine 


ance contributions. 

Long - stay patients ‘in 
mental hospitals are among 
those who may. be eligible for 
this pension, but according to 


the handbook, many people 
have not yet claimed this 
benefit. 


Pull details of how to apply 
for all the above allowances 
are given in the handbook. It 


also gives. information on 
grants for house  improve- 
ments and 


adaptations and 


includes ‘working’ at mother’s 
office in London. Anita gets 
through mountains of work 
while Benedict sleeps or plays, 
happily confident because 
mother.is near. He also earns 
his keep because the building 
is also used by physiotherapy 
students and Benedict has been 
‘demonstration baby’ at many 
a lecture. The building. was 
once a school, so it is well 
equipped for baby-mind- 
ing ... ‘I can rinse out nap- 
pies.in the sink, and dry them 
on the radiator, and prepare 
his lunch in the kitchen. 

‘I like being busy and occu- 
pied, and Benedict doesn’t 
seem te mind at all. I made 


Helping parents 
coping at home 


HONEYLANDS, the unique centre for handicappe 
children featured in a recent issue of Spastics News, has 
been described in the House of-Commons as an important 
example of how parents can be helped to care for thei 


children at home. 

Replying to a question 
from Mr John Hannam. 
Conservative MP ‘for 
Exeter, Mr Roland Moyle. 
Minister of State for Health 
and Social Security. said 
his Department was well 
aware of Honeylands and, 
with the Mental Health 


Foundation and Action - 


Research for the Crippled 
Child, was financing 
research into the unit’s 
effectiveness. 

It has been estimated that 
projects such as Honeylands 
could reduce the number of 
children needing permanent 
hospital care to one-sixth, Mt 
Moyle said the survey results 
were expected in 1978 and the 
Department would then con- 
sider. whether such methods 


rent or rate rebates. There 
are sections on the Family 
Fund, the Chronically Sick 
and Disabled Persons Act of 
1970, local authority incon- 
tinence services and sex and 
the disabled. There is also 
a very comprehensive list. of 
voluntary organisations which 


offer various services for the’ 


disabled, 


It is compiled by the Dis- 
ability Alliance in conjunc- 


tion with ATV (presenters of — 
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aby came too 
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up my mind when he was born — 
that I would try and cope, but 
that if he seemed to be suffer- — 
ing I would stop working until — 
he was older. But he is very — 
happy, and so am J, doing the _ 
work [ enjoy and which 1 
think is important.’ % 
‘The result is that Anita is 
fulfilled both as mother and — 
career woman, and her skit — 
and training is not lost to the — 
Society. Staff members haye — 
the pleasure of seeing a baby 
about the place now and then, 
And Benedigs? Well, he didn’t 
exactly tell our reporter any 
thing, but he gave every — 
appearance of thoroughly 


could be used as a model for ~ 

future developments, 
Mr Moyle added that it 

Government policy to help 


severely handicapped children 
live at home with their parents — 
Wherever possible: Within | 
the limits of current economic | 
restraints, health authorities, — 
local social services depart- ~ 
ments and voluntary bodies 
were doing what they could to 
keep children out of  long- 
stay hospitals. non a 

Provisions included day and 
short-stay places; social work — 
Support, day fostering. day 
nurseries and baby-sitting ser-_ 
vices, In addition, attendance: 
allowance, mobility allowance 
and invalid care allowance 
might be available. Research 
into the needs of handicapped _ 
children and their families w 
also being sponsored, 


the ‘Link’ series for the dis-_ 
POrer : for the es 
Disability Rights Handbook 
for 1977 is ayailable from the 
Disability Alliance, 96 Port. 
land Place, London W1, Price. 
65p (including postage). Half- 
rate for orders of 20 or more 
from organisations concerned 
with disabled people. Visitors 
to Spastic Society Head- 
the — receptionist at ° Park 
Crescent, for SOp each, 


